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SAVAGE VS. HOGAN 

Now that SummerSlam ’89 is over, 
it looks like you guys are right again. 
The Hulk Hogan-Randy Savage feud 
won’t end for a long time (“Savage vs. 
Hogan: SummerSlam Will Not End 
This War!,’’ October 1989). Right af- 
ter SummerSlam, I saw Hogan wrestle 
Savage at the Cumberland County 
Civic Center, and it was obvious that 
these two are still going at it strong. 
But that’s okay with me, because this 

is one of the greatest feuds ever! 
TIMOTHY JOHNSON 
Portland, ME 


It’s unfortunate for Savage that 
SummerSlam didn’t end his feud with 
Hogan. Doesn’t this man know when 
to quit? Before long, Hogan’s going to 
run out of patience and seriously injure 


the ‘Macho Man.” Then, Savage will 
wish he had quit a long time ago. 

RUSSELL DRACHER 

Johnstown, PA 


PRECIOUS WORDS 
An open letter to Precious: 

You are an incredible lady. You 
have been through so much and keep 
on fighting. Kevin Sullivan put you 
through hell in 1988, but your love for 
Jimmy Garvin and his love for you 
pulled you through. I know things 
aren’t right. I know you’re not happy, 
but Jimmy loves you and somehow it 
will work out. He has to know how 
much you love him. 

Perhaps after his injury, he saw 
joining Michael Hayes and Terry 
Gordy as a way to get back in the 
spotlight, and right now he’s riding on 


Precious comes to Jim Garvin’s aid after he’s attacked. Precious became upset when 
Garvin joined The Freebirds, and reader Tammy Van Gelder sympathizes with her 
predicament. 


cloud nine. But somwhere deep inside, 
he has to know that lowlifes like Hayes 
and Gordy don’t care about him, but 
only what he can do for them. We 
miss you, Precious, but we understand 
why you can’t be with him. Maybe 
Jimmy’s on the Most Hated list, but 
know that we’re behind you. We want 
the good old days back as much as 
you do. 
TAMMY VAN GELDER 
Shinnston, WV 


Apparently, Jimmy Garvin doesn’t 
need his wife hanging on his back all 
the time. He has the NWA World tag 
team championship with Michael 
Hayes, and that’s something he never 
could’ve had with Precious breathing 
down his neck. I think it’s time for 
everybody to face reality: a woman 
isn’t supposed to go to work with her 
husband. She’s supposed to stay home, 
clean the house, and take care of the 
kids. 

KEN MORGON 
Port St. Lucie, FL 


Precious should realize that Jimmy 
Garvin is never going to leave Hayes 
and Gordy as long as he’s successful. 
Why should he? Garvin has always 
been that way and he’s not going to 
change. I understand the way Precious 
feels, but she’s fighting a losing battle. 
Eventually, things will go bad with The 
Freebirds and Jimmy will come 
around, 

LISA ROBINSON 
Cherry Hill, NJ 


A BALK FOR “TALK” 

I am writing in response to Eddie 
Ellner’s latest edition of “‘Straight 
Talk” in the October 1989 edition of 
Sports Review Wrestling. In his col- 
umn, Ellner criticizes Bill Apter’s re- 
cent parody of “Straight Talk’? and 
then gives Apter advice in provocative, 
incisive reporting. 

What a hypocrite! Before spewing 
out your self-righteous garbage at 
someone else, Ellner, why don’t you 
take a good look at your own column? 
While I admit that ‘Straight Talk”’ of- 
ten offers insightful analysis, it is none- 


Terry Funk targets a hard left for NWA champ Ric Flair. There has been much debate over 
whether the 30-day rule should have been implemented after Funk attacked Flair last May 
and put him out of action for more than two months. 


theless cluttered with such nonsense as 
the Bill Apter follicle count. The 
amount of space for Ellner’s column is 
limited, and I would prefer to read 
intelligent comments about wrestling 
rather than inane ramblings about a 
man’s scalp. 

Ellner, you have proven yourself to 
be nothing more than a pretentious 
blatherer who can point a finger at 
everyone but himself, 

PATRICK SMYRE 
Charlotte, NC 


THE 30-DAY RULE 

I can’t believe any thinking individ- 
ual would have wantéd the NWA to 
implement the 30-day rule after Ric 
Flair was injured by Terry Funk 
(‘‘Point/Counterpoint,”’ October 
1989). Although rules are rules, some 
thought must go into how they’re 
used. Funk injured Flair in an illegal 
attack. It’s not like Flair got hurt dur- 
ing a match or did it to himself. Why 
should Funk benefit from something 


that was so obviously illegal? The 

NWA was right in this case. 
DANIEL RICARDELLA 
Jacksonville, FL 


If Terry Funk was NWA World 
champion and got injured in an attack 
by Ric Flair, everybody would be 
screaming for the 30-day rule to be 
implemented. I agree with Bob Smith. 
The 30-day rule is there for a reason, 
and that’s to make sure the belt is 
defended regularly. The NWA went 
over two months without a title de- 
fense, and that hurt the federation. For 
most of the Great American Bash, 
there were no World title defenses. The 
NWA made a big mistake, and proba- 
bly cost itself some fans. 

RONALD STURBENS 
Charlotte, NC 


As Bill Apter pointed out, the 30- 
day rule allows for certain exceptions. 
Many people, Bob Smith included, 

(Continued on page 52) 
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OLUMBIA, SC: Terry Funk was 

suspended by the NWA after a 
brutal attack on World champion Ric 
Flair at the end of the main event of 
Clash of the Champions VIII: Fall 
Brawl ‘89 on September 12 at the 
Carolina Coliseum in Columbia, 
South Carolina. Regardless, the vet- 
eran rulebreaker was pleased with 
his handiwork. 

“| wouldn’t have it any other 
way,” laughed the devious Texan 
when he learned of his suspension a 
few days after the bout. “I told the 
world that | was gonna get rid of 


Flair once and for all, and | almost ' 


did it at the Clash. The next time, 
Flair won't be so lucky. I'll make 
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sure they carry him out of the ring 
in a pine box, and that'll be worth 
the time off.” 

Funk was originally scheduled to 
wrestle with The Great Muta against 
Flair and Sting in the main event, 
but he suffered a serious injury in a 
bout against Flair a few days earlier. 
Dick Slater, the third member of 
Gary Hart's stable, replaced Funk in 
a match that will surely be remem- 
bered as one of the most violent 
brawls of the year. 

Muta and Slater had earned a dis- 
qualification when Funk, his right 
arm in a cast, stormed the ring. 
Catching Flair off-guard, he put a 
plastic trash bag over the champi- 


TERRY FUNK 
on's head, suffocating the champion 
for several minutes. At the same 
time, Slater struck Sting’s right leg 
with Funk’s branding iron, injuring 
the young star’s calf. 

Neither Flair nor Sting suffered 
lasting damage from the attack, and 
Flair wrestled two nights later at a TV 
taping. But he now is vowing to re- 
pay Funk for his attempt at crippling 
him. 

“Fool me twice, shame on me,” 
said Flair. “That's twice now that 
Funk has tried to cripple me, but 
he's failed both times. | hope they 
lift that suspension soon, so | can 
prove that I’m pretty good at crip- 
pling, too. First, | got his arm. Next, | 
take out his entire body.” 

—Ken Miranda 
(Continued on page 60) 
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ANDRE THE GIANT 


Professional party 
jock/nutritionist Janis 
Jibrin insisted, “It will be 
stimulating and invigorat- 
ing. You must attend.” 
The occasion? A 
SummerSlam gala at the 
Long Island mansion of 
infamous animal conser- 
vationist Pamela Korp. 
You may recall Korp is 
the shy, diminutive ex- 
model who lured two 
mink farm owners into a 
six-foot square cage and 
kept them imprisoned for 
three days on a diet of 
dish water and orange 
peels. 

Korp has kept a watch- 
ful eye on the WWF since 
she saw Jake Roberts 
hurl his snake across the 
ring at Andre the Giant. 
The problem | had with 
the whole affair was the 
invitation list, which com- 
bined highbrow New 
York intellectuals, pony- 
tailed, urchin-like New 
York artists, and a smat- 
tering of permanently 
tanned New York 
businessmen. 

Where, | wondered, 
would the real wrestling 
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fans sit? On cushions, | 
painfully learned, courte- 
sy of Korp’s Japanese 
boyfriend, Kenjo Ngo, a 
distant relation of Kendo 
Nagasaki. “So, do you 
think Elizabeth will mix it 
up tonight?” | asked our 
hostess, as she prepared 
a Carrot and red pepper 
sauce for the boiled as- 
paragus. ‘Just so long as 


i as 
ABDULLAH 

the animals are not mis- 
treated,” she said. “‘l 
could care less about 
those ring vermin.” 

Damning double-stan- 
dard, as the old Batman 
might say. Nothing gets 
my goat more than the 
kind of pig who would 
swerve his car to avoid a 
squirrel and by accident 
wipe out a city block of 
school children. Besides, 
| got the distinct impres- 
sion Pamela Korp was no 
wrestling fan. ‘“Y’know, 
Pamela, one of my favor- 
ite wrestlers is Abdullah 
the Butcher?” 

“And why is that?” she 
asked, flying into my trap. 

“Because he bites the 
heads off of live 
chickens.” 


STRAIGHT talk... 


EDDIE ELLNER - 


Needless to say, my 
comment went unappreci- 
ated: | spent 
SummerSlam in the dog- 
house—or, to be more 
precise, across the street 
in a bar with efficiency ex- 
pert ‘‘Rapid”’ Ralph 
Erardy, sipping Old 
Bushmill. Are you listen- 
ing, Pamela? May a gag- 
gle of waterbugs nest in 
your underwear drawer. 
Then we'll see what an 
animal lover you are. 

Well, what about Eliza- 
beth? Can she really 


ELIZABETH 


wrestle? She’s probably 
better than Missy Hyatt, 
not as good as Sun- 
shine. Unless she wants 
to wind up looking like 
Sensational Sherri, | 
suggest she stick to per- 
fume, nail polish, and 
mini-skirts. 

More women: When 
Rick Steiner’s compan- 
ion, Robin Green, was 
first introduced, she 
sported a baseball cap, 
dark glasses, and her 
dress was understated 
but fashionable. We won- 
dered where a clod like 


Steiner was able to find a 
modest, good-looking 
young lady like that. Did 
he have Kevin Sullivan 
hypnotize her? Apparent- 
ly, Ms. Green gives a mis- 
leading first impression— 
either that or she got lost 
in Times Square for a 
week. Suddenly, she 
boasts tight nylons, low 
cut blouses, and an em- 
barrassing public affec- 
tion toward Steiner. (Col- 
umn is halfway done, and 
though I’ve described 
what’s going on in wres- 
tling, | haven’t yet talked 
about actual wrestling. 
Amazing.) 

Bruno, the autobiogra- 
phy of Bruno Sammar- 
tino, is due out in fall 
1990. Bruno, the movie, is 
said to be in the develop- 
mental stage. Two Disney 
stars are rumored to vy- 
ing for the role of young 
Bruno—Yogi Bear and 
Hooch, the German 
Shepherd star of Turner 
& Hooch. John Candy 
will play the part of Vince 
McMahon Jr. 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
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Taras Bulba defeats 
Kerry Von Erich in 
Texas. 

Did | read that? You 
sure did. Von Erich has 
never been the same, 
mentally or physically, 
since his motorcycle acci- 
dent. When will this bull- 
headed family realize that 
sometimes it pays to exit 

with one’s dignity intact? 

A big “nay” to the oth- 
erwise splendid inaugural 
issue of Pro Wrestling II- 


FY SS 
a 
KERRY VON ERICH 


lustrated Weekly. Accord- 
ing to medical experts, 
PWI Weekly reported, Ric 
Flair risks suffering a ca- 
reer-ending injury each 
time he steps into the 
ring. Well, guys, care to 
tell us what exactly is 


C FLAIR 


wrong with the NWA 
champion? Leaving the 
reader in limbo amounted 
to the most degenerative 
type of sensationalist 
journalism. 

Fans will forever re- 
member Eric Embry’s 
spectacular defeat of 
P.Y. Chu-Hi in nine sec- 
onds for the Texas cham- 
pionship. | hope they 
don’t forget the fact Em- 
bry should be nowhere 
near Texas, having 
dropped a pair of loser- 
leavetown matches earli- 
er in the year. 

As Dusty Rhodes con- 
tinues his unlikely climb 
up the WWF ratings, I’m 
reminded by 
Locquacious Lenny that 
swamp gas and milk 
scum also rise to the top. 

I’m far from a religious 
man, but do you get the 
feeling Andre the Giant 
Idiot is paying for past 
sins? As if looking like a 
bungled genetic experi- 
ment isn’t bad enough, 
as if losing to The Uliti- 


mate Warrior in under 30 
seconds around the coun- 


try isn’t embarrassing 
enough, the Giant Idiot 
finds himself in the pokey 
for assaulting someone 
over 21/2 feet shorter and 
322 pounds lighter than 
himself. This battle was 
more one-sided than the 
battles of wits Andre 
waged years ago against 
outpatients from French 
mental hospitals. It got 
me thinking: What if there 
truly was justice in the 
world? How would the 
Cosmic Powers That Be 
even the score against 
some of the more flagrant 
violators of this sport? It 
got me thinking: Why not 
run a contest and see . 


who the readers think de- 
serves the ultimate come- 
uppance. What should 
that punishment be? Get 
it, readers? What does 
Dusty the Garbageman 
deserve? Who will feed 
Rick Rude his just des- 
serts and what will be on 
the menu? How can we 
get even for almost a de- 
cade of Hulk Hogan? Ad- 
dress your letters to: Re- 
venge! c/o Straight Talk, 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, 
NY 11571. | will talk to the 
winners personally on the 
phone, so be sure to in- 


RICK RUDE VS. WARRIOR — 


clude your phone num- 
ber. And you'll also get a 
T-shirt. 

The contest has no 
rules except | humbly 
suggest you try some- 
thing new for a change: 
Think before you write. 

Till next month. 

[Editor's note: Eddie 
Ellner claims to think be- 
fore he writes, but he also 
claims that he is a good 
credit risk. The views of 
his column are his own 
and do not necessarily re- 
flect those of this maga- 
zine’s editorial board.] 
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N FRIDAY NIGHT, August 25, 

I was in Dallas to watch the 
USWA’s weekly card at The Sporta- 
torium. Only in this case, I wasn’t 
really there to watch, just to get 
back in touch with some old friends 
(and make some new ones). I didn’t 
even bring my camera along; | just 
planned on relaxing and shooting 
the breeze. 

Things, of course, have changed 
rapidly in Texas over the past few 
months. First of all, there was the 
name change from World Class to 
USWA, which happened when Eric 
Embry defeated P.Y. Chu-Hi, and 
controlling shares in World Class 
went over to Max .Andrews. The 
name change ushered in a new era. 

Most importantly, however, is the 
way Embry has taken over the 
spotlight from the Von _ Erichs, 
something I never thought could be 
done. Texas is now Officially Eric 
Embry country. 

But that doesn’t bother Kerry 
Von Erich, who’s pleased to share 
the pressure the spotlight brings. 
“Heck, Bill,” Kerry said. “I'm wres- 
tling better than I ever have before, 
‘cause I don’t have this gigantic 
weight on my shoulders. | still have 
my fans, and Eric’s got his, too.” 

Kerry's also busy training his 
younger brother, Chris Von Erich, 
who doesn’t have Kerry's size but 
appears to have all the moves 
down straight. Kerry’s also spending 
more time with Kevin, who's taken 
a brief vacation from the ring wars. 
“He’s happy,” Kerry reported. “He'll 
come back eventually, but for now 
he’s just enjoying his life.” 

And it does, indeed, seem as if 
the Von Erichs are extremely hap- 
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py. Fritz and Doris Von Erich rarely 
come to the matches anymore. But 
when they do, it’s to watch their 
sons wrestle and enjoy an evening 
at the arena. They no longer look 
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tense and apprehensive. The Von 
Erich family has been through a lot 
of tragedy, and now they’re going 
through a period of good times. 

(Continued on page 58) 
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Taras Bulba slaps the clawhold on Kerry Von Erich. The Von Erichs are masters of the 
claw, but Bulba used the hold on Kerry and shocked everyone but himself by defeating the 


“Modern-Day Warrior.” 
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When you subscribe, you will receive 
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TrOPW RESTLE 


Do you have a question you want 
answered by 10 of wrestling’s top 
stars? Each month, Sports Review 
Wrestling will publish a fan’s 
‘Question of the Month,” which 
will be answered by the sport’s top 
superstars. If you have a question 
you would like to see answered, 
send it to: 

ASK THE STARS 
Sports Review Wrestling 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


THE 
“QUESTION 
OF THE 
MONTH?” IS: 


“How do you 
choose a tag team 
partner?” 


Submitted by: 
Jennifer Overman 
Knightdale, NC 


KOUR OUES LIO 


BOBBY EATON 

“That's something | left up to my manag- 
er, Jim Cornette, the last time | needed a 
partner. | made a mistake with Dennis 
Condrey, so | thought Jim might do a 
better job. Of course, he consulted me 
before he made the decision, but | just 
said, ‘Jimmy, make sure you get a guy 
that can carry his load and knows how to 
win.’ Jimmy sure got the right man with 
Stan Lane.” 


STEVE WILLIAMS 

“I'm kinda wondering about that myself. | 
haven't exactly made the best choices 
recently, and one of the worst | ever 
made was teaming with Mike Rotundo. A 
few years back, | teamed with Ted DiBi- 


ase, too, and I’m not sure that was such 


a great move. For now, I’m just gonna 
keep by myself and take care of busi- 
ness. | don’t need anybody to help me 
with my problems,” 


MICHAEL HAYES 

“I’ve always said that nobody knows how 
to pick ’em like ‘P.S.’ Hayes, and I’ve 
chosen some real winners in my life. Bud- 
dy Roberts was one of the greatest ever, 
and ‘Bamm Bamm’ Gordy is a superstar. 
But | really hit the jackpot with ‘Gorgeous’ 
Jimmy Garvin. Ya gotta look for a man 
who knows how to party and knows how 
to kick some butt. There ain’t too many, 
but I’ve found ’em.” 


DAVEY BOY SMITH 

“Well, | thought | had the perfect way to 
pick a partner; Pick somebody with a sim- 
ilar background and style, a guy you can 
trust and who has similar goals. | thought 
Dynamite Kid was the man, but that’s just 
blown up in my face. You know, there’s 
no way of telling who you can trust and 
who you can’t. There are just too many 
petty jealousies to worry about.” 


RSANSWER 
OTHE MONTH 


ROAD WARRIOR HAWK 

“lve only had one real partner in my 
career, and | didn’t have to look far to 
find him. I'd seen Animal around Chicago 
a few times when | was younger, and 
then when we both showed up in the 
same federation, there was no doubt that 
we were gonna be partners. Animal’s one 
of the toughest, meanest men I’ve ever 
met, and that’s what | wanted. You'll nev- 
er find me teaming with a wimp.” 


LARRY ZBYSZKO 
“The first thing | do is look for somebody 
who's just like me, has all my talent and 
skill, knows the ins and outs of the game, 
and has my experience. Then, when I’ve 
weeded out all the non-contenders, I’m 
always left with one man: me. That's why 
I'm rarely in tag teams anymore, unless 
the contract is big enough. I’m the only 
man | can trust, and nobody can match 
up to me.” 


MIKE ENOS 

“You're talking about a match made in 
heaven with The Destruction Crew. We're 
the kind of team that didn’t find each 
other, we were just meant to be. Maybe 
Johnny had something to do with me and 
Wayne getting together, but I’d rather 
think that there were two guys walking 
around destined to be AWA World cham- 
pions, and it was only a matter of time.” 


Pd a 


TOM ZENK 

“Personally, | think I’m a much better tag 
team than singles wrestler, and that’s one 
of the reasons | left Rick Martel behind in 
the first place. Besides, it doesn’t surprise 
me to see what Rick’s doing now. He 
could never be trusted and always want- 
ed to be the big man in our team. So, if | 
was looking for another partner, I'd look 
for a man who didn’t have a huge ego.” 


KERRY VON ERICH 
“I've had a lot of partners in my life. To 
me, trust is the most important thing. You 
have to know that when you tag out, your 
partner’s gonna be there, and when you 
get into trouble, he’ll be there to help. 
There are also little things that can go 
wrong in a match and teammates had 
better understand each other. That’s why 
my best partners have always been my 
brothers.” 


JEFF JARRETT 

“There’s no substitute for skill. There’s no 
way of telling whether somebody can be 
trusted, so you might as well look at the 
situation in black and white. If a man has 
talent and is pretty much in line with your 
philosophy, go with it. If not, watch out. 
There are too many unknowns to leave 
the givens up to chance. Picking a part- 
ner takes some thought. It’s an important 
decision.” Oo 
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No one knows wrestling 


better than the fans. 


Because. of this, we’re now 


giving these experts a forum for their views 


month, we'll ask a controversial question 


: and opinions. Each 
and have the fans 


answer—no matter what those answers might be! 


THE QUESTION: 
“What’s your opinion of World Class 
changing into the USWA?” 


THE ANSWERS: 

Paul Bledsoe, Dallas: “I think this is 
best thing to happen to Texas wrestling 
since Kerry Von Erich defeated Ric 
Flair for the NWA World title back in 
1984.” 


Karl Perkins, Ft. Worth, TX: “World 
Class was tied up in a confusing mass 
of red tape for months, and for the 
longest time rulebreaking managers like 
Gen. Skandor Akbar and Tojo Yama- 
moto were getting away with murder, 
Now, thanks to the USWA, the quali- 
ty of wrestling has already improved, 
and the talent roster hasn’t been this 
strong in years. If the future is any- 
thing like the recent past, the USWA 
could prove to be one of the great 
organizations in the history of the 
sport.” 


Angela Perkins, Boston: ‘I’m not sure 
I like this change. Everyone in the fed- 
eration seemed to be anxious to get rid 
of the World Class name, but that 
organization featured some of the 
greatest matches and events I’ve ever 
seen. I still have memories of Kerry 
beating Flair for the NWA title, Kevin 
16 


Kerry Von Erich lifts up Jerry Lawler for an atomic spinecrusher (left). Eric Embry prepares 
to level P.Y. Chu-Hi in the match for controlling interest of World Class (right). Embry won, 
and the federation changed from World Class to the USWA. 


Von Erich’s war with Chris Adams, 
Bruiser Brody vs. Abdullah the Butch- 
er, and so many other classic matches. 
World Class wrestling has always had 
its own unique flavor, and I’m worried 
that brand of excitement could fade 
away under new management.” 


John Taylor, Tyler, TX: ‘Thank 
goodness for promoter Max Andrews, 
but thank heaven for Eric Embry! If 
Embry hadn’t defeated P.Y. Chu-Hi in 


a special steel cage match, Akbar and 
Yamamoto would have gained control 
of the federation. Imagine the mess it 
would’ve been with those two crooks 
choosing the referees and signing all 
the matches! Now, with Andrews and 
the USWA governing the area, the in- 
tegrity of the federation is insured. 
And with Embry leading the way, it’s 
only a matter of time before he sends 
Akbar and Yamamoto back to the 

(Continued on page 56) 


BECOME A SUBSCRIBER! 


Since 1979, the undeniable leader in wrestling journalism has been 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated. Subscribe now and never miss an issue of the 
sport’s most respected magazine. Wrestling is the only sport with non-stop 
action the whole year round, and nobody covers the action better than 
PWI. 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR! 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, providing the 
most complete coverage of the sport available anywhere. From the great 
staff of writers, through the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the mag- 
nificent full-color pinup —PW/ brings wrestling from the arena right to your 
home. 


FULL-COLOR PINUP! 

Remember, each issue of PW contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR 
PINUP of one of wrestling’s greatest superstars, plus an in-depth career 
biography of that wrestler. They are worth the price of a subscription by 
themselves! 


SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY! 

A year’s subscription to PWi—12 big issues—is only $19.95. And that in- 
cludes the spectacular 100-page year-end issue, priced at $2.95 on the 
newsstand (if you can find it!). You save more than $7 off the newsstand 
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RUISER AND BLACKJACK 
Lanza were involved in one 
of the most vicious feuds the mid- 
west had ever seen. Despite the 
fact that Bruiser had just become 
a fan favorite, their matches were 
bloody slugfests ... Former NWA 
World heavyweight champion Lou 
Thesz refereed Dory Funk Jr.’s 
St. Louis title defense against the 
man from whom he won the title, 
Gene Kiniski. Thesz kept the rule- 
breaking Kiniski in check, and 
Funk won the title rematch ... A 
poll of Los Angeles wrestling fans 
resulted in Mil Mascaras being 
named the most popular wrestler 
in the area, followed by The Med- 
ics, Pedro Morales, and Terry 
Funk. Most hated in Los Angeles 
was The Sheik, followed by Fred 
Blassie, Buddy Austin, and Black 
Gordman ... Ray Stevens re- 
ceived the support of the fans 
during a bloody encounter with 
Big Bill Miller in the San Francis- 
co Cow Palace. Stevens, who 
only a year before was the most 
hated man on the Northern Cali- 
fornia wrestling scene, won the 
bloody bout with his famous 
“bombs away” maneuver ... Ab- 
dullah Farouk, manager of The 
Sheik, accepted a match against 
Mr. Moto, the former wrestler from 
Japan who had been managing 
Bobo Brazil. Moto overwhelmed 
the overmatched Farouk, who 
was carried from the ring on a 
stretcher ... Dale Lewis claimed 
that the “animals” of professional 
wrestling weren’t nearly as bad as 
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Mr. Moto bows over The Weasel. Mo’ man- 
aged Bobo Brazil at one time. 


Blackjack Lanza boots Bruiser in the head. 
The Bruiser-Blackjack feud was a major 
happening on the Midwest wrestling scene 
in the late-’60s and early-'70s. 

his competitors from his previous 
career. Lewis was a Wall Street 
analyst before becoming a wres- 
tler ... Cowboy Bill Watts 
clamped the sleeperhold on an 
employee of television station 
WDAY in Fargo, North Dakota. 
Watts, a guest on the Lady Quest 
talk show, was explaining the ma- 
neuver when his host suggested 
he demonstrate the hold ... Dory 
Dixon, who had retired in 1963 
after losing a close match against 
then-NWA World champion Bud- 
dy Rogers, returned to action in 
Australia. Experts observed that 
Dixon had lost none of his amaz- 
ing quickness and skill during the 
layoff ... Responding to the pro- 
test over his article in the Novem- 
ber 1969 issue of The Wrestler in 
which he suggested that Ameri- 
ca’s youth take a bath and get a 
haircut, Dory Funk Jr. said, “I 
meant every word of it, and I'll 
keep right on expressing my 
views.” 


ACK BRISCO LOST the NWA 
World championship on De- 
cember 2 in Kagoshimi, Japan, to 
Shohei “Giant” Baba, and then 
won the title back on December 9 
... Superstar Spiros Arion and 
fan favorite Chief Jay Strongbow 
formed a tag team in the North- 
east and made their goal the 
WWF tag team belts held by Jim- 
my and Johnny Valiant ... Mike 
and Pat Kelly defeated Lenny 
Hurst and Rick Martel for the In- 
ternational tag team title 

Bruno Sammartino successfully 
defended his WWF title against 
Killer Kowalski in Rhode Island’s 
Providence Civic Center. A power- 
ful Sammartino dropkick sent Ko- 
walski careening into the steel 
ringpost. Kowalski fell to the mat 
unconscious and was covered for 
the victory ... Victor Rivera and 
Dino Bravo won an elimination 
tournament at Los Angeles’ Olym- 
pic Auditorium to crown new 
Americas tag team champions. 
Former champions Otto Von Hell- 
er and Kurt Von Hess had been 
(Continued on page 62) 
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COLLECTORS’ EXTRAVAGANZA! 


No wrestling magazine anywhere is more respected than 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. And no editions of PWI are more coveted by collectors than the very 


THE BIG ONES 


The year-end issues of PWI are the most 
anticipated wrestling magazines of the 
year. Each of these spectacular issues is 
100 pages in length—packed with full- 
colorl—and provides full details of the an- 
nual ‘Achievement Awards” for the year 
just ended. Plus, each issue is jammed 
with special features like the 
“PWINDEX,” the “Year In Review,” “Un- 
official Official Awards,” “Predictions,” 
and more. AVAILABLE: March 1987 
(1986 in review), March 1988 (1987 in 
review), March 1989 (1988 in review). 


March 1989 
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special issues you see here! 


ANNIVERSARY 
SPECTACULARS 


Two remarkable anniversary celebrations 
were marked with magnificent once-in-a- 
lifetime 100-page issues of PWI. Decem- 
ber 1987: Our 100th issue! Nineteen 
pages of full color! Features include: The 
10 Most Influential Wrestlers of the PWI 
Years, The 10 Greatest Events of the 
PWI Years, ‘Unofficial Official Awards” of 
the PWI Years, Behind The Scenes at 
PWI, and much more! September 1989: 
Sensational 10th anniversary issue! Eigh- 
teen pages of full color! Features include: 
Special Analysis: 12 Who Made A Differ- 
ence, 10th Anniversary Book of Lists, 
PWI Superstats, a look back to our first 
issue, and much more! 
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SUPERCARDS 

The PWI “SuperCards” editions set new 
standards for wrestling journalism. Bonus 
pages, special 12-page color sections, the 
popular “Book of Lists,’ and in-depth 
analyses highlight these magnificent vol- 
umes. AVAILABLE: September 1986: 
WrestleMania II, Crockett Cup |, Parade 
Of Champions Ill, WrestleRock ’86. Sep- 
tember 1987: WrestleMania Ill, Crockett 
Cup Il, UWF Superblast, Parade Of 
Champions IV. September 1988: Wres- 
tleMania IV, Crockett Cup Ill, AWA Rage 
in the Cage, Clash of the Champions. 


oa 


September 1988 


“5 each 


I 
l 
| 
i 
CiSeptember 1986 | 
CiMarch 1987 | 
OSeptember 1987 
[December 1987 | 
CiMarch 1988 | 
OSeptember 1988 | 
March 1989 
OSeptember 1989 
! 
| 
l 
i 


Total amount enclosed 


In case of sellout, please indicate 
substitute issue: 


RESTLER OF THE MONTH 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


HE ULTIMATE WARRIOR and SummerSlam. It’s 
an unbeatable combination. 

On August 28, 1988, at New York’s Madison Square 
Garden, the Warrior defeated The Honky Tonk Man for 
his first WWF Intercontinental title. And although the 
Warrior’s victory didn’t steal the spotlight from the Sum- 
merSlam main event, which pitted the Megapowers 
against the Megabucks, it has certainly overshadowed that 
match in our memories. 

A year and a day later, and across the Hudson River at 
Byrne Meadowlands Arena in East Rutherford, New Jer- 
sey, the Warrior stole the SummerSlam spotlight once 
again. By defeating Rick Rude after 16 minutes and seven 
seconds of classic action, the Warrior won his second 
Intercontinental title and fulfilled a promise to his many 
faithful fans. 

The Warrior swore that he would regain the title from 
the evil Rude. It was a promise that bore down upon his 
shoulders as the match wore on, and threatened to sap 
him of his energy. With each passing minute, Rude 
gained confidence as the Warrior became more and more 
frustrated. But finally, and with considerable help from 
Roddy Piper, the Warrior came through. 

It was a victory that earned the Warrior ‘‘Wrestler of 
the Week’’ twice in a row in the first two issues of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Weekly. And it more than earned 
him enough votes from our editorial staff to make him 
Sports Review Wrestling’s ‘‘Wrestler of the Month’’ for 
the second time in 13 months. 

Remember the last time? It was in our December 1988 
issue. And, yes, you guessed it: The Warrior received the 
honors then for capturing his first I-C title. 

This time, however, the Warrior had to overcome the 
haunting memory of WrestleMania V on April 2, when 
he suffered a humiliating loss to Rude. On that night in 
Atlantic City, Warrior dominated most of the match, only 
to fall and lose his title. Warrior appeared ready to put 
away Rude with a suplex, but Bobby Heenan grabbed his 
legs. Rude fell on top of the Warrior for the pin, and 
even the Warrior’s post-match attack of Heenan couldn’t 
salve his deep psychological wounds. 

The next five months—as former champion—were even 
tougher. The Warrior tried to move forward with several 
immediate rematches against Rude, before finally realizing 
that he had to first take several steps back. Those back- 
ward steps are the second reason why Ultimate Warrior 
was named “Wrestler of the Month.” 

The Warrior never forgot Rude, but put him aside for 


a few months and went after Andre the Giant. This feud 
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had special meaning to Ultimate, who idolized Andre 
when he was younger. Ultimate had hoped to model his 
career after Andre, but the 7’5’’ giant fell far short of the 
Warrior’s expectations. From the time Andre turned 
against Hogan back in 1987, Ultimate planned to teach 
him a lesson. 

He carried out his plans in July and August. When the 
younger, stronger, and more energetic Warrior clashed 
with the older, slower, and bitter Andre, the outcome was 
never in doubt. They battled throughout the United States 
and Canada; few of their matches lasted longer than a 
minute. The Warrior clotheslined Andre into oblivion, 
and usually needed only 30 seconds to humiliate his for- 
mer hero. 


Many experts thought the Warrior needed longer and 
more difficult matches to tuneup for SummerSlam, but it 
was obvious that Andre was exactly what the Warrior 
needed. He came into SummerSlam on a career high, full 
of momentum and ready to crush Rude. Meanwhile, 
Rude barely came into SummerSlam with the I-C title 
after narrowly escaping Brutus Beefcake in several bouts. 

Credit Rude with giving the Warrior such an intense 
battle. In fact, after being dominated in the early stages 
and surviving several near-pins (including one in which 
Rude placed his foot on the ropes a split-second prior to 
the count of three), Rude battled back—without any of 
Heenan’s aid—and took control of the match. He caught 
Ultimate with a knee to the midsection and powerdrove 
him for a two-count. Then he dove off the top rope, 
grazed the side of the Warrior’s head, and covered him 
for another two-count. 

That’s when Piper came to ringside and changed the 
course of history. Twice during the past two weeks, Piper 
and Rude had had televised confrontations. This time, 
Rude was distracted and turned his attention away from 
the Warrior. He walked toward Piper and gyrated his 
hips in “Rowdy” Roddy’s direction. Piper shocked the 
crowd—and Rude—by picking up his kilt and mooning 
Rude. Irate, Rude climbed to the top rope and shouted at 
Piper. 

But by then, the Warrior had recovered. He grabbed 
Rude, shoulderblocked him to the mat, and dropped him 
from a gorilla-press. Ultimate then bounded off the ropes 
and covered Rude for the pin and the title. 

It was a glorious moment that completed a glorious 
month of wrestling for one of the sport’s most beloved 
young stars. 

And it made SummerSlam the Ultimate Warrior’s ex- 
clusive property. 


DECEMBER 1989 


The Ultimate Warrior defeated Rick 
Rude in August to win his second in- 
ercontinental title. 
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POINT: 


ANDRE THE GIANT SHOULD 
RETIRE FROM WRESTLING 


REG Ay Eine de RE ecm 


an 


For more than 20 years, Andre the Giant was a major force in 
professional wrestling, But recently, The Ultimate Warrior has 
been pinning Andre all over the country. Now Bill Apter thinks 
it’s time for Andre to retire. 


By Bill Apter 

’M A PROFESSIONAL journalist, but I’m also a 

fan. And as a fan, | can remember all those 
times back in the 1970s when Andre the Giant, 
that 75”, 497-pound, great, big, friendly hunk of a 
fellow, used to thrill crowds and bring smiles to the 
faces of children everywhere. 

In many ways, Andre was like a sideshow at- 
traction because he was so unusual, but deep 
down inside, he was a kind human being. He was 
also a great wrestler. His record in battle royals will 
never be equaled, and his record in one-on-one 
competition is incredible. Up until a few years ago, 
you could have counted his losses on one hand. 

But time is cruel. It has made Andre old and it 
has made Andre bitter. He never received a shot 
at any WWF World champion. He befriended Hulk 
Hogan and felt stabbed in the back when the 
“Hulkster” never offered him a title shot. In many 
ways, Andre had a right to be bitter. Here was a 
man with the greatest won-lost record in wrestling 
history, but he never received a fair shot from 
promoiers. He was always Andre the freak, Andre 
the drawing card. Used and abused. 

And now, Andre appears to be finished. Some- 
thing very sad is happening. The man who was 
impossible to pin is getting pinned in 30 seconds 
and less by The Ultimate Warrior. | appreciate that 
the Warrior is young, strong, fast, and extremely 
ambitious, but history will never remember him in 
the same light as Andre. There’s just no compari- 
son. But now, the Warrior deals with Andre as if 
he was some kind of prelim bum. 

What a shame. There are still many of us who 
remember the great, kind Andre. It’s almost painful 
to see what has happened to him. It has become 
clear that he is at the end of his career. There is 
nothing left for him to shoot for, because he no 
longer has the ability to achieve what he wants. 

Retire, Andre. Do us all a favor. 

Bill Apter is senior editor of Sports Review 
Wrestling 
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COUNTERPOINT: 


ANDRE THE GIANT SHOULD NOT 
RETIRE FROM WRESTLING 


aM: 


_ mo em 
The Warrior hits Andre with a clothesline. Despite his poor record 
against the Warrior, Andre should only retire when he’s ready to, 
writes Stu Saks. He still feels that Andre is one of the sport’s 
most dominant athletes. 


By Stu Saks 


ACK IN 1973, Willie Mays, the great center- 

fielder of the New York and San Francisco 
Giants, was playing out the last days of his career 
as a New York Met. That was a glorious year for 
the Mets. They came from way back to win the 
National League championship, then came a 
game short of capturing the World Series. But it 
was a sad year for Willie. He was old and had lost 
his skills. Watching him was sad. 

But nobody ever told him to retire, simply be- 
cause after all he gave to the game, Willie had 
earned the right to decide for himself when he 
wanted to leave. That’s the way | feel about Andre 
the Giant. Whether or not | feel he should retire, | 
think he has the right to decide for himself. And if 
he wants to keep on wrestling, then | think he 
should keep on wrestling. 

Let’s forget the Andre of the past three years, a 
bitter, angry man who never smiles and has turned 
against the fans, the Andre who was recently arrest- 
ed in lowa for attacking a television cameraman. 
Instead, let’s remember the old Andre, a friendly, 
talented man who was a great ambassador for the 
sport. Too often we say, “What have you done for 
me lately.” Let's remember all that Andre did for us, 
and wrestling, in the past. 

Okay, so he’s been getting creamed by The 
Ultimate Warrior. But less than two years ago, 
Andre was a top contender for the WWF World 
title. He even had the belt for a brief moment 
before giving it away to Ted DiBiase. At Wrestle- 
Mania Ill, he nearly had Hulk Hogan pinned in the 
opening minute. That wasn’t a long time ago. 
Could he have lost so much so quickly? 

In my opinion, Andre was victimized by a red- 
hot wrestler with a lot to prove. Andre can still beat 
the majority of the wrestlers in the WWF. It just so 
happens that the Warrior is an exception. 

Wresfling is a sport. It’s not necessary to be the 
best in order to compete. Wrestling is Andre’s 
livelihood. It’s his life. If he wants to stay, I’m not 
going to kick him out. 

Stu Saks is editor-in-chief of Sports Review 
Wrestling 
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THE DESTRUCTION CREW 


HEN JOHNNY VALIANT 


announced that he had signed 
the team of Mike Enos and Wayne 
Bloom to a contract, he was so confi- 
dent of their abilities that he called 
them his new “Dream Team.”’ But 
Enos and Bloom lacked the marquee 
value of Valiant’s original Dream 
Team—Greg Valentine and Brutus 
Beefcake—and seemed to be just two 
more faces in the crowded tag team 
picture. 

More than half a year later, Brad 
Rheingans is on the sidelines recovering 
Jrom reconstructive surgery on his right 
knee and a dislocated left shoulder. 
Wahoo McDaniel has retired from 
wrestling after suffering a detached ret- 
ina in his left eye. Joe Blanchard’s ear- 
ly months as AWA President have 
been filled with turmoil. And the 
World tag team belts have been held 
up. 

And wouldn’t you know it, Enos 
and Bloom are to blame. 

McDaniel suffered the eye injury in 
an attack by Enos and Bloom—known 
appropriately as The Destruction 
Crew—in late June. Rheingans, who 
shared the World tag team champion- 
ship with Ken Patera, suffered his in- 
juries in a car-lifting challenge back in 
June. Blanchard, meanwhile, made the 
decision that allowed Patera and 
Rheingans to go more than 60 days 
without defending their belts. 

Valiant and his Destruction Crew 
put heavy pressure on Blanchard, who 
was also being watched by the rest of 
the wrestling world. Finally, Blanchard 
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Mike Enos and Wayne Bloom—The Destructi 


A 


ion Crew—have been living up to their name 


ever since they became a team in the AWA early this year. With their manager Johnny 
Valiant leading the way, the Crew has emerged as a major tag team force. 


ruled that the belts had to be de- 
fended, but Patera could pick another 
partner if Rheingans was unable to 
compete. Patera chose Baron Von 
Raschke. 

The match on August 18 in St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, was clouded with 
more controversy. It appeared as if 
Patera and Von Raschke would be dis- 
qualified for using a foreign object that 
The Destruction Crew had brought 
into play. Finally, after moments of 


mass confusion, a decision was made 
to hold up the belts. Days later, Val- 
iant threatened to pull his team out of 
the AWA if they weren’t given the 
belts, but Blanchard stood his ground. 

At press time, the belts were still 
held up and a tournament was pend- 
ing. The controversy continues to rage. 
In the meantime, Enos and Bloom 
took some time out of their schedule 
to speak with Senior Writer Dave 
Rosenbaum. 


Q: 


Mike Enos and Wayne Bloom. 
You two guys have been responsi- 
ble for more havoc in the AWA 
for the past five months than. . . 


MIKE ENOS: 


Q: 


Than Joe Blanchard? 
That’s not exactly what I had in 
mind. 


WAYNE BLOOM: 


Well, it’s exactly what we had in 
mind. Blanchard didn’t have the 
guts to strip Patera and 
Rheingans of the belts when it 
was written right in the rules that 
‘he had to. He gave Patera and 
Rheingans 60 days—that’s 30 
days more than he was supposed 
to. Then he gave Patera another 
two weeks to find another partner 
to defend the belts. You show me 
where it’s written in the rules that 
he’s allowed to do it. I don’t care 
if he is the president. 

Well, in all fairness to Joe, you 
guys caused the trouble in the first 
place when you attacked Brad 
Rheingans. If not for that, you 
would’ve received many shots at 
the title. In reality, you have no- 
body to blame but yourselves. 


ME: Will you listen to this, Wayne? 


Q: 


It’s the company line they’ve been 
feeding us for the last three 
months, J wasn’t hurt, Rheingans 
was, and if he didn’t have the 
guts and get into that ring and 
wrestle, it’s not our problem. Be- 
sides, how the heck do we know 
that Rheingans wasn’t just buying 
time? 

Are you implying that Brad 


Enos knees Scott ‘‘Flash’” Norton in the midsection (above) and headlocks Greg Gagne 
(below). Enos and Bloom are convinced that they’re better than any tag team in the sport, 


including The Road Warriors. 


A b) 


got us at number 10. Here, Ro- 
senbaum, take this list and name 
one team we can’t beat. 

Okay, let’s start from the top. 
Demolition. They don’t have the 
belts anymore, but they’ve cer- 
tainly proven themselves. 


wasn’t really injured? I happen to 
i know for a fact that ... 
WB:Don’t feed us any of this propa- 


WB: Take it, Mike. 
ME: Ax and Smash. What a bunch of 
garbage! You’re talking about two 


gandist crap, you’re on our time 
and you’re going to listen to us. 
Hand me a copy of that rag, 
Mike (Enos hands Bloom a copy 
of the October 1989 issue of 
Sports Review Wrestling and turns 
to the ratings pages). You’ve got 
this list here and we take excep- 
tion to it. We’re the number-one 
contenders to the AWA World 
tag team title, the best damn tag 
team in the federation, and you’ve 


guys that run around in makeup 
and spikes. They look like a cou- 
ple of rejects from Adrian’s Flow- 
er Shop. I’ve seen these guys 
wrestle and there’s nothing they 
can do besides kick and punch, 
kick and punch. We’d teach ’em 
what brawling’s all about. 

The Road Warriors. There’s no 
way you guys would ever match 
up to The Legion of Doom, not 
in your wildest dreams. 
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WB: Underachievers. They’ve done 
nothing except hold those worth- 
less NWA tag belts for a few 
months ... 

Q: And the AWA tag belts for over 
a year back in ’84 and 85... 


ME: And they’re supposedly the great- 
est tag team in the world, but 
they’ve done squat. That’s what 
the Warriors are. They’re The 
Squat Boys. Biggest fraud in 


wrestling history. Nobody can 


Bloom has a momentary advantage in a test of strength with i ae Jammer (above left). 
Ken Patera is victimized by Bloom’s side-headlock (above right). Patera and Brad Rheingans 
were the AWA tag team champs until the Crew put them out of action, forcing them to give 
up the belts. Enos whips Crew nemesis Norton across the ring (below). 
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name what they’ve done ’cause 
they haven’t done nothing. 

Q: That’s haven’t done anything, 
Mike ... 

ME: Don’t correct me, scribe, I’ll talk 
however I want. Now give us an- 
other name. 

Q: Michael Hayes and Jim Garvin. 
(At this point, Enos and Bloom 
laugh hysterically for nearly five 
minutes. Rosenbaum tries to re- 
store order, but Enos and Bloom 
are rolling on the floor, holding 
their stomachs. Finally, order 
prevails.) 

WB: What you just saw, Rosenbaum, 
was the most effect Hayes and 
Garvin have ever had on another 
tag team. Hayes and Garvin? Are 
you serious? They’re your number 
three tag team? There’s no way 
those Freebird clowns would last 
one minute in the ring with us. 

Q: Next team, and try to control 
yourselves: Tully Blanchard and 
Arm Anderson. 

ME: One of the few teams in the world 
that we have any respect for, but 
they still wouldn’t last. Blan- 
chard’s fat, Anderson’s stupid. 
And remember, they’re managed 
by that rat, Bobby Heenan. Think 
Heenan would stand a chance if 
he matched wits with Johnny Val- 
iant? Another joke. 

Q: The Samoan Swat Team. 

WB: You mean Sambo and Fatslob? 
Give it a rest, Rosenbaum, no Sa- 
moans are gonna match up with 
The Destruction Crew. They 
couldn’t make it in World Class, 
they couldn’t make it in the 
NWA, and they wouldn’t make it 
in the AWA, not with us around. 

Q: Obviously, you guys are always 
gonna come out on top. Why 
don’t we stop this course of con- 
versation and go on to something 
else? 

WB: Because this is the course we’ve 
chosen and we’re doing the talk- 
ing. Now give us another team. 

Q: Fine. Akeem and Bossman. 

ME: We said give us another team. 

Q: I get the picture. The 
Bushwhackers. 


Bloom shoves Jammer’s neck into the ropes. Enos and Bloom have leamed Valiant’s 
lessons in cruelty well, though they were plenty mean enough on their own. 


ME: Better try again, Rosenbaum. 

Q: The Midnight Express. 

WB:The Midnight Distress. Eaton, 
Lane, and the fat mama’s boy. 
This team used to have some- 
thing, but anybody that loses to 
Hayes and Garvin doesn’t score 
very high with us. 

Q: One more to go, and I pretty 
much know what your reaction to 
this team is going to be. Steve and 
Shaun Simpson. 

ME:The Simpson Sisters. We don’t 
wrestle teams with perms, Rosen- 
baum, but we'll challenge any 
team in that top 10 or any other 
top 10 to a match anytime, any- 
place, anywhere, it doesn’t matter. 
The Destruction Crew is the 
newest force in wrestling and 
we’re gonna take this sport by 
storm. Ain’t a team around that 
can give us trouble, and that espe- 
cially includes Patera and Von 
Raschke. 

Q: Nonetheless, you’ve never been 
champions. You’re still just con- 
tenders. Valiant tried to pressure 
Blanchard into giving you the 


belts and Blanchard challenged 
you to leave the federation. Val- 
iant looked Blanchard in the eye 
and he didn’t blink. Now you’re 
going to have to win the belts on 
your own, and you just haven’t 
gotten the job done. 

WB:Typical media rhetoric. It’s just 
the way we expect you guys to 
act, siding with the so-called fan 
favorites and going against any- 
body who questions authority. 
You’re gonna have to learn a les- 
son: Conventionality doesn’t al- 
ways pay the bills. 

Q: And you guys might want to con- 
sider going through the proper 
channels to win titles. That means 
wrestling, not assaulting, the top 
contenders, and not threatening 
the president of a federation. 

ME: Maybe that’s your way, but it’s 
not the way The Destruction 
Crew operates. If there’s a way to 
get a job done, we'll do it. And 
we don’t care if Patera, Von 
Raschke, Blanchard, or anybody 
else stands in our way. We'll just 
mow ’em down. O 
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The Skyscrapers (whipping Stan Lane 
across the ring) claim they re superior to 
The Road Warriors in every way. 


Photos by Roy London 
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By Bob Smith 


T WAS JUST another night, and 

just another television broadcast. 
Hawk of The Road Warriors was sit- 
ting listlessly in the “green room” at 
the Center Stage Theater in Atlanta, 
casually watching a monitor as an in- 
stallment of World Championship 
Wrestling was being taped. 

“C'mon, get on with it,” Hawk 
griped to himself. “Get all those wimps 
out of the ring. Let’s get the Warriors 
in there!” 

Suddenly, Hawk sprung to his feet. 
He couldn’t move his eyes from the 
screen as the watched the monitor in- 
tently. Teddy Long, the brash manager 
of the massive new team known as 
The Skyscrapers, appeared in the in- 
terview area with announcer Jim Ross. 
He was flanked by his huge 618-pound 
duo of Dan Spivey and Sid Vicious. 

“This is, without question, the great- 
est tag team ever put together,” 
bragged Long into the camera. “Forget 
all the teams you’ve seen in the past, 


For years, The Road 
Warriors have been 
considered the kings 

of power in this 

sport. But now, The 
Skyscrapers—Dan 
Spivey and Sid 
Vicious—are 

staking their claim 

to the same throne 

_ of brutality. Animal 

,, and Hawk, 
\e-&e however, insist the 
2 new duo will 
crumble from their 
awesome 

onslaught! 
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and that includes The Midnight Ex- 
press, The Freebirds, and especially 
those overrated, aging Road Warriors. 
My 68” towers of terror are gonna 
steamroll over all the competition 
around here. Nobody’s ever gonna 
beat us, baby!” 

Hawk didn’t hear the rest of Long's 
interview because he hurled his chair 
into the monitor, sending a huge 
shower of glass and metal onto the 
floor. He was about to run onto the 
set when Animal and manager Paul 
Ellering burst into the green room. 

“What happened?” said a frantic El- 
lering, spotting the mess where the 
monitor used to be. “Why'd you de- 
stroy that TV set?” 

“Peanut head Long, that’s who!” 
screamed Hawk as he was being sub- 
dued by Animal. “He’s at it again! For 
the third time this week, he got on the 
tube and claimed that his dweeb Sky- 
scrapers could beat the Legion of 
Doom. I just can’t take it no more, 
Paul. You’ve got to get us a match 


against those bums so we can prove 
that we're still the greatest team in 
history!” 

“That’s right,” echoed Animal. “I’m 
getting sick of hearing the fans talk 
about how awesome those guys are, 
but it makes me puke even harder to 
hear Spivey and Vicious puttin’ us 
down in public all the time. We cant 
wait to get our mitts on those idiots! 
Those Skyscrapers are condemned!” 

“Be patient, fellows,” said Ellering 
as he ushered his team over to a sofa. 
“J want to find out if Long’s boys are 
half as good as they say they are. 
There’s no need to get excited—at 
least not yet.” 

Ellering is being cautious about 
rushing the Wariors into action 
against The Skyscrapers, and with 
good reason. Spivey and Vicious, both 
68” and superbly muscled physical 
specimens, have gone undefeated since 
~*, forming their tag team in the spring. 

> Wrestling experts from around the 
world are comparing their skills and 
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Spivey and Vicious execute their brutal double power bomb on 
Bobby Eaton (top left). Vicious pulls Eaton off of Spivey (left). 
Spivey prepares to dish out more punishment to Stan Lane 
(above). The Skyscrapers’ manager, Teddy Long, has angered 
the Warriors with his arrogant claims about his men’s skill. 


strength to Animal and Hawk, and 
that fact is incensing the Warriors to 
no end. The shrewd Ellering, however, 
is doing his best to keep his men’s 
tempers in check. 

“Talk is just talk,” said Ellering, at- 
tempting to calm his charges. “I want 
to see how Spivey and Vicious perform 
against worthy competition, not just 
against preliminary opponents. I want 
to see just how big and bad these men 
really are.” 

In reality, The Skyscrapers have ex- 
ceeded just about everyone’s expecta- 
tions. Since forming the team, Vicious 
and Spivey have gone undefeated, and 
have taken on an increasingly tough 
schedule. In August alone, they defeat- 
ed Davey and Johnny Rich, The Dy- 
namic Dudes, and most surprisingly, 
dominated The Midnight Express in a 
series of bouts. Even the Express’ 
manager, Jim Cornette, was impressed 
with the new duo. 

“At one point, I ran in the ring and 
hit Vicious in the back with my tennis 


Vicious catches Lane in a crunching bearhug 
(below). Vicious and Spivey surprised many ex- 
perts with the ease by which they defeated the 
more experienced Midnight Express. The War- 
riors should pose a sterner test. 


racket as hard as I could,” remarked a 
stunned Cornette. “I swear, the guy 
didn’t even feel it! He just turned 
around slowly and stared at me with 
eyes blazing. That’s the first time that 
anybody's ever shrugged off a hit like 
that. I'll tell you, I really think these 
guys are absolutely unstoppable, at 
least powerwise. I've never seen any- 
thing like it.” 

Those kind of comments keep get- 
ting back to Animal and Hawk, and 
with each passing day they realize they 
get a bit closer to a showdown. Hawk, 
for one, can’t wait for the day when 
they lock up with Spivey and Vicious. 

“What have those two slugs ever 
accomplished?” growled Animal. “Have 
they ever won the AWA or NWA 
World tag team titles? Have they ever 
dominated the entire wrestling world 
the way me and Hawk have? Sure, 
they look big and strong, but every 
time I’ve seen them win, it’s because 
they have to double-team their oppo- 
nents. We'll tear ’em apart!” 


Vicious has Eaton in position for a piledriver (above). With their 
victories over the Express, The Skyscrapers are well-positioned 


The Skyscrapers seem to be lusting 
for the showdown as much the War- 
rlors are. “We've got to beat the best 
to be the best,” said Spivey when he 
heard about Hawk's tantrum. “Til ad- 
mit that the Warriors were the most 
powerful team, but that was back in 
1983. Me and Vicious are bigger, 
stronger, and tougher than they are. 
One match will be all it takes to prove 
it—and believe me, we want it every 
bit as badly as they do.” 

The stage is now set. The Road 
Warriors vs. The Skyscrapers. Power 
against power. And the reputation of 
being the most brutal team in the 
sport’s history is on the line. 

“We'll wipe ’em out,” Hawk spit. 
“Anybody remember the mighty Pow- 
ers of Pain? We sent ’em running from 
the NWA, didn’t we? Well, you can 
look forward to seeing The Skyscrap- 
ers someplace else, ’cause this federa- 
tion ain’t big enough for all of us—and 
we're gonna send them packing, 
too.” 0 


o 


for matches against Hawk and Animal, and the Warriors can’t 
wait for the chance to silence their huge opponents. 
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T’'S DOUBTFUL THAT many 
wrestling fans sat in their seats 
during the summer of 1989, a sea- 
son when the greatest stars in the 
NWA and WWF supplied us with 
spine-tingling, hair-raising excite- 
ment unparalleled in the sport’s il- 
Justrious history. 

It was the kind of season when 
fans spent most of their time on 
their feet, unable to believe what 
was going on in the ring, or simply 
cheering their victorious matadors. 

It was a season of anxiety, as 
fans anxiously waited for their new 
hero, Ric Flair, to return to the ring 
for his Baltimore showdown with 
Terry Funk. 

It was a season of hope, as fans 
rooted for The Ultimate Warrior to 
fulfill his promise and regain the 
WWF Intercontinental title from 
Rick Rude. 

It was a season of fulfilled prom- 
ise, as The Great Muta and Sting 
showed why they are considered 


the finest young athletes in the 
sport. 

It was a season of surprise, as 
Roddy Piper returned to the WWF 
as the co-host of Prime Time Wres- 
tling with Gorilla Monsoon, then re- 
turned to the spotlight after a 
shocking ‘‘posedown’’ with Rick 
Rude. 

It was a season of glory, as Hulk 
Hogan once again proved why he is 
the most popular athlete in wres- 
tling, and Lex Luger returned to the 
form that could eventually make 
him a world champion. 

It was a season of change, as 
Elizabeth suddenly proved herself 
to be a woman capable of hate... . 
and revenge. 


The summer of 1989 was every- 
thing we could have hoped for, and 
more. Because wrestling, more so 
than any other sport, always sup- 
plies us with the unexpected. 

In this special photo section and 
analysis, we take a look at the 
NWA's Great American Bash and 
the WWF’s SummerSlam. We ana- 
lyze the important matches and cut 
through the hype to examine the 
historical significance of wrestling’s 
hottest summer. 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH, 
the NWA’s annual series of cards 
throughout the country, started on 
June 22 at the Capitol Centre in 
Landover, Maryland, and concluded 
on July 31 in New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana. Other cities visited on the tour 
included, among others, Chicago, 
Detroit, Charlotte, Atlanta, India- 
napolis, Memphis, and 
Philadelphia. 


There’s nothing like the summer, and in wrestling, there was nothing like 
the summer of 1989. It’s over now, but what better time to reflect on a 
season when history was made, and the stage for the future was set 
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The focus of the Bash was the 
July 23 extravaganza at the Balti- 
more Arena. That card, which drew 
a paid crowd of more than 14,000, 
was seen nationwide on pay-per- 
view TV and featured the return of 
NWA World champion Ric Flair. 
Two months earlier, Flair had won 
the title from Rick Steamboat but 
was severely injured in a postmatch 
attack by Terry Funk. Finally, on 
July 23, Steamboat and Funk 
squared off once again. 

“That was probably the most im- 
portant match of my career,’’ Flair 
said. ‘‘For one of the few times in 
my life, | was getting cheered by 
the fans, but even more than that, 
| had to prove to Funk that he 
couldn't get away with what he did. 
Look, he became the top contender 
because of an illegal attack, and if 
he won the title, he would’ve been 
setting an example for everyone 
else. | couldn’t let that happen to a 
title that’s meant my entire life.’’ 

Flair was sidelined for 10 weeks 
because of the attack, but who 
would have known it by the way he 
wrestled? He certainly wasn’t the 
smooth Flair, but he was extremely 
effective and dispatched Funk after 
16 minutes 25 seconds of thrill- 
packed action. Once again, howev- 
er, the postmatch events were as 
significant as the match itself. 


f ie c j . Ww 
During the summer of ’89, NWA and WWF 
fans across the country had a chance to 
show their allegiances. From Chicago in the 
North to Florida in the South, it was one hot 
summer! 
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Gary Hart, who had recently 
been named Funk’s’ manager, 
charged into the ring but was 
floored by Flair. The Great Muta 
and Sting eventually joined the 
fray, and a four-way battle back to 
the dressing room took place. This 
brawl led to several more over the 
summer, and finally resulted in 
.Flair and Sting signing for a match 
against Muta and Funk on the Sep- 
tember 12 Clash of the Champions 
card in Columbia, South Carolina. 

Sting and Muta, of course, had 
been fighting their own battle 


throughout the summer. Their war’ 


climaxed at the July 23 Bash with 
a match for Sting’s NWA TV title. 
Muta mistakenly blew his green 
mist. into referee Nick Patrick’s 
face, and substitute ref Tommy 
Young took over. Sting used a back 
suplex to put both men in pin posi- 
tion, then Young made the count 
and awarded the match to Sting. 
But the replay showed that Muta’s 
shoulders were up at the two-count 
and the belt was ordered held up. 
On September 3 at The Omni in 
Atlanta, Muta won the belt, but 
rest assured this feud is far from 
over. 

Then there was U.S. champ Lex 
Luger, who had to hold off a furi- 
ous assault by former NWA World 
champ Rick Steamboat. Months 
earlier, Luger had experienced a 
change of heart and _ viciously 
turned against Steamboat and 
Sting. Free of the fans’ expecta- 
tions and showing more intensity 
than ever before, Luger had an ex- 
plosive summer and may have been 
the main reason Steamboat chose 
to leave the NWA. In fact, by the 
middle of the summer, Tommy 
Rich had taken over as the top con- 
tender to Luger’s title. 

The Great American Bash dis- 
played the diversity of talent in the 
NWA. Michael Hayes and Jim Gar- 
vin proved themselves as worthy 
NWA World champions. The Road 
Warriors were rugged and violent, 
but unable to make a significant 
impact on the title picture. And 
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Sting’s back-bridge appeared to have The Great Muta pinned, but the replay later showed 


that Muta’s shoulders were up at the two-count. As a result, the NWA TV title was ordered 


held up. 

there were newcomers: Danny 
Spivey and Sid Vicious—The Sky- 
scrapers—shared a $50,000 pot in 
a two-ring battle royal. They'll be 
heard from in the future. And even 
the managers got into the act: Jim 
Cornette defeated Paul E. Danger- 
ously in a tuxedo match. 

The NWA’s first summer under 
Ted Turner’s rule was a rousing 
success. More people than ever be- 
fore had the chance to see NWA 
wrestling, and the athletes respond- 
ed to the call. 

® 

SUMMERSLAM ’89 was con- 
ducted by the World Wrestling Fed- 
eration on August 28 at Byrne 
Meadowlands Arena in East Ruther- 
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Ric Flair clamps his famous figure-four leglock on Terry Funk. Months earlier, Funk serious- 


ford, New Jersey. A sellout crowd 
of more than 20,000 fans, paying 
in excess of $350,000, was in 
attendance, and hundreds of thou- 
sands more watched the card on 
national pay-per-view TV. 

The WWF’s hypemakers must be 
doing a good job. WrestleMania 
was considered a national sports in- 
stitution before the first event was 
ever held. And now, in only two 
years, SummerSlam has become 
an event that fans circle on their 
wrestling calendars. 

No wonder. Whenever Hulk Ho- 
gan and Randy Savage battle it 
out, sparks are certain to fly. Then 
put Brutus Beefcake on Hogan's 
(Continued on page 39) 


ly injured Flair, but the NWA World champion gained revenge at The Great American Bash 


in Baltimore. 
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REAT AMERICAN BASH 


The Great Muta played a major role in several 
Bashes. In Baltimore, he and Terry Funk at- 
tack Ric Flair (above). Earlier, Muta had bat- 
tled Sting for the TV title (below). Muta 
whacks Eddie Gilbert with a kendo stick in a 
dragon shai match in New Haven (right). 


Bill Irwin holds Stan Lane for Ron Simmons’ 
punch (right). Sting won this double-ring 
“king of the hill’ battle royal, but afterward 
was attacked by Terry Funk with a branding 
iron and had to be carried off on a stretcher. 


Stan Lane is about to give a “‘noggin knocker” to Jim 
Garvin and Fatu (below); Lane’s team won this War 
Game. Dan Spivey lifts Johnny Ace for a piledriver as 
The Skyscrapers beat The Dynamic Dudes (right). 
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Michael Hayes pulls Rick Steiner’s hair (left); The 
Freebirds beat the Steiners and Steve Williams. 
Lex Luger gives Rick Steamboat a backbreaker 
before pinning him (above). Hawk clotheslines 
Samu (below); The Road Warriors and Samoan 
Swat Team were both counted out. 


SUMMERSLAM ' 


Bret Hart stops Tully Blan- 
chard’s kick just as Jim 
Neidhart jumps into the 
fray (above); The Brain 
Busters won the match by 
controversial means to re- 
gain their WWF World tag 
team title. Greg Valentine 
brandishes a fist at Hercu- 
les (right); “‘The Hammer”’ 
pinned Hemandez, 
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Demolition double-teams Akeem (left); Demolition and 
Hacksaw Duggan beat Andre the Giant, Akeem, and Big 
Bossman when Smash pinned Akeem. Dusty Rhodes 
chases Jimmy Hart from the ring (above); the “American 
Dream” beat The Honky Tonk Man. 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, “‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.”’ Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 
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LOCKER ROOM CONFIDENTIAL 


They're not about to let it pass by 
without getting their share of 
enjoyment. 

On this night, Kerry was wres- 
tling Taras Bulba, an undersized, 
overweight journeyman who's nev- 
er amounted to much and didn't 
figure to pose much of a threat to 
Von Erich, the former NWA World 
champion and leading contender 
for the USWA heavyweight title. 
Kerry expected an easy evening 
and was perfectly calm prior to the 
match. So calm that I decided his 
match wasn’t worth watching. | 


(Continued from page 12) 


amazing was that Bulba used the 
claw, a Von Erich trademark for 
decades, to score the pin. A few 
wrestlers and myself watched the 
videotape replay on the locker 
room TV and couldn't believe what 
we saw. 

Von Erich was ready to clamp 
his claw on Bulba, who responded 
by kicking Kerry in the stomach. It 
was the proper defense, but one 
that came as a shock. Why is it that 
so many wrestlers accept the claw, 
and other lethal finishing holds, as if 
their effectiveness is unquestion- 


It’s claw vs. claw as Kerry battles Bulba, the upstart Mongolian. Kerry says that although 
Bulba beat him once, he swears it won’t happen again. 


stayed back in the dressing room. 

Less than a half hour later, Kerry 
returned to the dressing room. He 
was lying on a stretcher and blood 
was pouring out of his forehead. He 
was barely conscious and had a 
look of shock on his face. “I don't 
know what happened, I don’t know 
what happened,” he kept repeating. 

What happened was that Bulba 
scored one of the most shocking 
upsets in modern wrestling history 
and pinned Kerry! Even more 
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able? Bulba wasn’t expected to use 
his mind and did. 

Then Bulba clamped the claw on 
Von Erich, who wasn't quite as 
ready to retaliate as Bulba was sec- 
onds earlier. For the better part of 
four minutes, Bulba kept the claw 
on Von Erich. Even on TV, you 
could see Kerry’s veins popping out 
of his forehead, straining as if they 
were about to burst. Finally, Kerry 
couldn't take the pressure any long- 
er and started to bleed. He was 


helpless, and Bulba scored the pin. 

The real damage was caused af- 
terward, however, because Bulba 
wouldn't remove the claw. Finally, 
Embry, Jimmy Jack Funk, Matt 
Borne, and Percy Pringle ran out to 
help Von Erich. They might have 
saved his life. Ringside observers 
swear that by the look in Bulba’s 
eyes, he meant to finish off the Von 
Erich legend for good. 

By the time I finished watching 
the videotape, Kerry was being tak- 
en care of by a doctor and ap- 
peared to be regaining some color 
in his face. A few minutes later, he 
sat up and _ explained what 
happened. 

“| just didn’t expect him to have 
any chance of beating me,” Kerry 
said. “I was a fool. I just took him 
for granted: because I’ve fought so 
many other great wrestlers, I 
couldn’t believe that Taras Bulba 
would be able to fight off my claw. 
Heck, I never even got it on him. 
But what am I supposed to do 
now? He surprised me once, but it’s 
not going to happen again. He had 
his chance and he took advantage. 
Fine, he had his moment of glory, 
but that was it. One_ time.” 

I wasn’t there the following week 
when Kerry and Bulba had their 
rematch, but I saw the tape and 
wasn't surprised by what happened. 
There’s such a thing in sports as 
psyching out another wrestler, and 
Bulba just might have Kerry’s num- 
ber. They wrestled in a claw vs. 
claw match and both men drew 
their fair share of blood. Kerry was 
on the verge of winning with his 
claw when Gary Young charged 
the ring and attacked him. Bulba 
was disqualified, but this war is far 
from over. 

Next time I go down to Texas, 
I'll pay closer attention. As they say 
in football, “On any given Sunday 

In wrestling, it's on any given 
day. 
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You’ve probably 
already seen 
ROLLERGAMES 
on television: hard- 
hitting action as six jy 


COLLECTORS’-ITEM FIRST ISSUE! 

The debut issue of ROLLERGAMES magazine will be a 
genuine collectors’ item. Packed with dozens of full-color 
pages, it will include: 


teams of skaters 
compete for glory @ In-depth profiles of each team! 
on a figure-eight y Learn all about The Rockers, 
track packed with | Bad Attitude, The Violators, 
danger and Hot Flash, The Maniacs, and the 
excitement! ~~ world-famous T-Birds! 
®@ A complete explanation of the 
Now comes ROLLERGAMES ROLLERGAMES rules 


magazine, brought to you by the same 
award-winning staff that brings you Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, The Wrestler, 
Inside Wrestling, Wrestling 89, Sports 
Review Wrestling—the publications tha 
bring all the excitement, drama, and 
intrigue of pro wrestling into your home. 


@ “Manager’s Forum,” an in-depth 
interview, “Scouting Report,” statistics 
listings, and “Commissioner's Corner’’ 
® Many more features and surprises!!! 


The collectors’ edition 
of ROLLERGAMES 
: , magazine goes on 
. ; Mm | sale October 17 
z “ Ma EP ry ) ‘ ; E 
Bd) “oh ; AVOID A SELLOUT— 
EB iMiuns @ Y GET TO YOUR NEWSSTAND EARLY! 
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ROLLERGAMES MAGAZINE 
A NEW ERA IN SPORTS 


***SPECIAL BONUS OFFER!!! * * * 
Receive your copy of RollerGames magazine 
hot off the presses! Send just $2.95 (plus 
$1.05 shipping and handling) 

for each issue you want. 
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] Make check or money order payable and send to: 


ean TOLLELAMES 


( Yes! | want to be in on all the action of RollerGames! Please send me — 
i of the collectors’ edition first issue. | am enclosing $4.00 ($2.95 plus $1.05 shipping rai: 
handling) for each issue ordered. 


I Address Apt. 
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I (U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries $5.00 per issue. 
Please allow up to eight weeks for delivery.) 


Check your local television listings to see when ROLLERGAMES airs in your areal 


BEST BY MAIL 


Rates: Write National, Box 6, Sarasota, FL 34230 
CRUISE SHIP JOBS. Hiring: Men-Women. $300-$900 
Weekly. Pius World Travel. Hawall, Garibbean, South 
Pacific. Call Now! 1(206)736-7000, Ext. 900 N. 

1 WANT TO recruit you for my Inner circle. You will enjoy 
success beyond your dreams. $15/3 months fee: LaSalle 
Lotto, 3130 Brighton 6th St., Brooklyn, NY 11235. 
CERTAIN WEALTH, MILLIONAIRES video explains. 
$14.00: ONECO(VS), Florida 34264-1828, Refundable. 
HEALTH & FITNESS 

MASSIVE BICEPS, MONSTER shoulders and 66 inch 
chest can be yours! Scientific breakthrough allows this 
without drugs or long tiring workouts. Send $2.00 and 
SASE. ALDAV, 32511 Grinsell, Warren, Mi 48092. 
STEROID ALTERNATIVES DEVELOPED! Potent Free 
details: Suttles, 3040 Lapan, Pinconning, Mi 48850. 
MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGH TO fight Cancer, Heart 
Disease, Arthritis, Prostate and Win. Money back, $25.00 
| .S. Lasalle Enterprises, 3130 Brighton 6th St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11235. 

MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES 
MAKE MONEY At HOME. Receive Many Offers. Free 
Detalls. Mishek, Waseca, MN 56093. 
RECONDITION BATTERIES. EASILY profit hundreds 
weekly! Free information. Battery Outlet, Box 3300(J), 
Hickory, NC 28603. 
.$500-$1,600 WEEKLY Commission possible processing 
mall at home In rou spare time for expanding company. 
For detalis/application send self-addressed, stamped 
envelope: The L.A. Clothing Co,, 1015 Gayley, Suite 
200-T5, L.A., CA 90024. 


SHOP BY MAIL 
FREE LP/CD CATALOGUE. Barry Publications, 477 82nd 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209. ; 
7,000 RAISED LETTERED Business Cards $24.00. 
(Samples). WILCO, Box 7486, Toledo, OH 43615. 3 


er ae Sa 


BALD OR THINNING HAIR??? 
Thousands use our special treatment successtully to 
promote hair growth. Satisfaction guaranteed. Start 
with a 2-month unit. only $79.95 ppd. (Reg. 
$85). RUSH CHECK TO: 

NATIONAL PRODUCT CENTER 

P.O. BOX 16801(VS) 

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32245-6801 

— A Super Gift!!! — 


I ! 
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Waa 24 Pages...The Ultimate | 
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TATTLER 
(Continued from page 8) 


ERIC EMBRY VS. JERRY LAWLER 


ALLAS, TX: When Max Andrews 

took over World Class in early 
August and renamed it the United 
States Wrestling Alliance, the change 
was thought to be merely cosmetic. 
But Eric Embry found out the hard 
way that World Class and the USWA 
are not the same. 

In World Class, unlike all other 
federations, a title changed hands 
when a champion was disqualified 
or counted out. When ownership of 
World Class was transferred to the 
USWA, there was so specific men- 
tion of the disqualification rule. No- 
body even thought about it until Em- 
bry defeated USWA champion Jerry 
Lawler on September 1 at The Sport- 
atorium—by disqualification. 

Embry bled early when Lawler 
used a chain, but fought back and 
locked Lawler in a painful abdominal 
stretch. Meanwhile, however, referee 
Tony Falk had been bumped to the 
mat in a collision. Lawler was ready 
to quit, but Embry attended to the 
fallen referee. When Falk regained 
his footing, Embry piledrived the 
helpless Lawler and covered him for 
the pin. Lawler managed to put his 
feet on the ropes, then Embry 
locked him in another abdominal 
stretch. 

In desperation, Lawler wildly 
swung his arms and struck Falk, who 


called for his disqualification. An ec- 
static Embry grabbed the belt, think- 
ing he had won, and returned to the 
dressing room to celebrate. He was 
met there by USWA officials, who 
gave him the bad news. 

“They said that the old DQ rule 
no longer applied and that | had to 
give the belt back,” Embry said. “Do 
you have any idea what that’s like, to 
think you've won what you've al- 
ways’ dreamed about, then have to 


‘give it back? Listen, I’m not saying 


Lawler hit Falk on purpose, and | 
don’t think he did, but nobody ever 
told either of us about the rule 
change. It’s unfair.” 

Surprisingly, Lawler agreed with 
Embry. “I thought that title was 
gone,” he said. “As far as | knew, 
the DQ rule still applied, so there 
was no way | hit Falk on purpose. | 
was just trying to save my title. 
Guess | kind of got the job done, 
no?” 

He did, but the next time Lawler is 
disqualified in a USWA title match, 
he'll lose the belt. USWA officials 
convened and decided to reinstitute 
the disqualification rule. Lawler and 
Embry had a rematch the following 
week, and Lawler put his feet on the 
ropes to score a controversial win 
over Embry. 

—Andrew Ray 


EMPHIS, TN: The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express is alive again! Rick 
Morton and Robert Gibson, the ever- 
popular four-time former NWA 
World tag team champions, defeated 
Wildside—Mark Starr and Chris 
Champion—to win the CWA tag 
team belts on September 11 here. 
“This might have been our great- 
est victory ever,” an exultant Morton 
said after the no-time-limit, ‘no-dis- 
qualification match. “A lot of people 
said Bobby and | were finished as a 
team, but this just goes to show that 
Rock ’n’ Roll will never die. As long 
as me and Bobby are 'rasslin, we'll 
be teammates, and _ that’s a 
guarantee.” 


THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS 


Jeff Jarrett and Ronald Gossett 
were handcuffed together at ringside 
to prevent interference, but Gossett 
managed to get his hands into the 
the match. He tossed powder in 
Gossett’s eyes, then handed some 
powder to Champion. But Morton 
detected Champion's next move and 
kicked the powder into Champion's 
eyes. He and Gibson then knocked 
down Champion, slung Starr into 
the ropes, and executed a classic 
double-dropkick. Both Rock 'n’ 
Rollers covered Starr for the pin and 
the title. 

“That was illegal!” Gossett com- 
plained afterward. “They double 
teamed my man. They even pinned 
him at the same time and that’s not 
allowed!” 

It appears as if Gossett paid the 
price for his evil ways. 

—Randy Swift O 
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Shohei ‘‘Giant’’ Baba rolls Jack Brisco into a Boston crab on his way to winning the NWA 


World title in 1974. 


stripped of the title by the NWA 
... The Americas singles title also 
changed hands, with John Tolos 
taking the belt from Argentine 
wildman Pampero Firpo ... Wa- 
hoo McDaniel and Tiger Conway 
Jr. defeated Mid-Atlantic tag team 
champions Rip Hawk and Ric 
Flair in a non-title bout to earn a 
future title match. 

NWA RATINGS:  1—Jack 
Brisco; 2—Shohei Baba; 3—Dory 
Funk Jr.; 4—The Sheik; 5—John 
Tolos; 6—Peter Maivia; 7—Terry 
Funk; 8—Don Muraco; 9—Jerry 
Lawler; 10—Pampero Firpo. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Verne 
Gagne; 2—Billy Robinson; 3— 
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SCRAPBOOK 


(Continued from page 18) 


Nick Bockwinkel; 4—Ray Ste- 
vens; 5—Larry Hennig; 6—Crush- 
er; 7—Ivan  Putski; 8—Greg 
Gagne; 9—Buddy Wolfe; 10— 
Geoff Portz. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bruno 
Sammartino; 2—Bobby Duncum; 
3—Pedro Morales; 4—Chief Jay 
Strongbow; 5—Killer Kowalski; 
6—Gorilla Monsoon; 7—Strong 
Kobayashi; 8—Tony Garea; 9— 
Spiros Arion; 10—Dean Ho. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Valiant 
brothers; 2—Billy Robinson & 
Crusher; 3—Dino Bravo & Victor 
Rivera; 4—Fred Curry & Bobo 
Brazil; 5—Mike & Pat Kelly; 6— 
Toru Tanaka & Dick Slater; 7— 


Pampero Firpo slams John Tolos. Tolos 
won the Americas title from the Argentine 
wildman in 1974. 


The Love brothers; 8—The Le- 
gionnaires; 9—Dory Funk Jr. & 


Terry Funk; 10—Tony Garea & 
Dean Ho. 


ARLEY RACE RETURNED 

to the United States from Ja- 
pan with the NWA World champi- 
onship, having lost it for one week 
to Shohei Baba while on tour. 
“Why talk about Baba’s victory,” 
Race told reporters at St. Louis 
International Airport. “Let’s talk 
about history, boys. | am now 
champion for the fourth time in 
my career. That makes me great- 
er than any active wrestler today.” 
Race would go on to win the cov- 
eted World title a record seven 
times ... After Ole Anderson and 
Ernie Ladd were stripped of the 
Georgia tag team title, a one-night 


tournament crowned Austin Idol 
and Masked Superstar new 
champs ... The Spoiler was dis- 
qualified in his match against 
Kevin Von Erich for using the 
clawhold—on the referee! ... Al- 
though he got himself disqualified, 
Sweet Brown Sugar impressed 
the fans and the press with his 
performance against NWA World 
champion Harley Race ... Tim 
Woods told Mid-Atlantic fans that 
he would not don his “Mr. Wres- 
tling’’ mask again until he defeat- 
ed WWF and NWA World cham- 
pion Buddy Rogers and his 
protege, then-U.S. champion Jim- 
my Snuka ... Rogers was also 
involved in a feud with Ric Flair. 
Their battles in the Mid-Atlantic re- 
gion are remembered as “the 
showdown of the figure-four leg- 
lock” ... Inside Wrestling learned 
that Capt. Lou Albano had signed 
Bobby Duncum to a title match 
contract with WWF champ Bob 
Backlund only to “soften” Back- 
lund for an upcoming title chal- 
lenge for the Grand Wizard's 
number-one man, Ken Patera. In 
return, the Wizard sold the con- 
tract of Pat Patterson to Albano 
for $100,000 instead of the previ- 
ous selling price of $500,000. 
(Continued on page 64) 


In 1979, Harley Race lost the NWA title to 
Giant Baba, then regained it a week later. 
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WWF champion Bob Backlund wants another piece of Bobby Duncum in this 1979 encoun- 
ter. It was revealed that Capt. Lou Albano had used Duncum only to soften up Backlund for 
Ken Patera, who was managed by Albano’s colleague, The Grand Wizard. 


NWA RATINGS: 1—Harley 
Race; 2—Dusty Rhodes; 3—Jim- 
my Snuka; 4—Shohei Baba; 5— 
Mr. Wrestling ||; 6—Tommy Rich; 
7—Ric Flair; 8—Jim Brunzell; 9— 
Bruiser Brody; 10—Kevin Von 
Erich. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick Bock- 
winkel; 2—Dino Bravo; 3—Greg 
Gagne; 4—Verne Gagne; 5—Mad 
Dog Vachon; 6—Billy Robinson; 
7—Jerry Lawler; 8—Super De- 
stroyer ll; 9—Larry Hennig; 10— 
Bill Dundee. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bob Back- 
lund; 2—Ken Patera; 3—Bobby 
Duncum; 4—Pat Patterson; 5— 
Ivan Putski; 6—Swede Hanson; 
7—Hulk Hogan; 8—Ted DiBiase; 
9—Tito Santana; 10—Larry 
Zbyszko. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Ivan Putski & 
Tito Santana; 2—Rick Steamboat 
& Jay Youngblood; 3—Verne 
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Gagne & Mad Dog Vachon; 4— 
Bryan St. John & Stan Lane; 5— 
Paul Jones & Baron Von 
Raschke; 6—The Samoans; 7— 
Bruiser Brody & Kerry Von Erich; 
8—Austin Idol & Masked Super- 
star; 9—Mr. Hito & Mr. Sakurada; 
10—The Avenger & _ The 
Assassin. 


NE OF WRESTLING’S most 

famous feuds ever erupted 
on December 28 at Madison 
Square Garden when Roddy Pip- 
er smashed a plaque from the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society over 
Capt. Lou Albano’s head. Cyndi 


Lauper and Lauper’s manager, 
Dave Wolff, also became involved 
in the fracas ... Sgt. Slaughter 
waged a courageous war in de- 
fense of the U.S.A. against Rus- 
sian strongman Nikolai Volkoff . . . 
The Freebirds-Von Erich war 
came to a temporary standstill 
when enemies Terry Gordy and 
Kerry Von Erich shook hands af- 


Aer a match between Gordy and 


Killer Khan in which Von Erich 
served as. special referee 
Dusty Rhodes battled NWA World 
champion Ric Flair at Starrcade 
’84 in Greensboro, North Caroli- 
na. But Rhodes lost his shot at 
the title and the $1-million purse 
when special referee Joe Frazier 
ruled that Rhodes was too bloody 
to continue ... After nearly a year 
away from the ring, former WWF 
World champ Bob Backlund 
made his return against Cowboy 
Ron Bass ... Scott and Bill Ir- 
win—a.k.a. The Long Riders— 
won a tournament for the vacant 
Georgia National tag team belts 
... Ted DiBiase and Hercules 
Hernandez captured the Mid- 
South tag team belts from The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express in New Or- 
leans, but lost them back to Rick 
Morton and Robert Gibson on 
Christmas night in the same city 
... Crusher Blackwell upset Har- 
ley Race for the Missouri title. But 
it was a controversial victory; 
Blackwell had both feet on the top 
rope as he covered Race ... 
AWA World tag champs The 
Road Warriors battled NWA 
World tag champs Dusty Rhodes 
and Manny Fernandez to a dou- 
ble-disqualification ... Sports Re- 
view Wrestling and its sister publi- 
cations offered $100,000 to Gary 
Hart to end his managerial agree- 
ment with Chris Adams. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Ric Flair; 
2—Dusty Rhodes; 3—Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel; 4—Kerry Von Erich; 5— 
Ronnie Garvin; 6—Pez Whatley; 


Nikolai Volkoff backs Sgt. Slaughter into the 
ropes. In 1984, the Sarge defended Ameri- 
ca’s honor against Volkoff’s onslaught. 
7—Jesse Barr; 8—Cowboy Ron 
Bass; 9—Chris Adams; 10—Billy 
Jack Haynes. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Rick Mar- 
tel; 2—Jim Garvin; 3—Nick Bock- 
winkel; 4—Mr. Saito; 5—Billy 
Robinson; 6—Brad Rheingans; 
7—Jim —_ Brunzell; © 8—Crusher 
Blackwell; 9—King Kong Bundy; 
10—Curt Hennig. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Hulk Ho- 
gan; 2—Greg Valentine; 3—Tito 
Santana; 4—John Studd; 5—Ken 
Patera; 6—Junkyard Dog; 7—Sat. 
Slaughter; 8—Nikolai Volkoff; 9— 
Jimmy Snuka; 10—Barry 
Windham. — 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Road 
Warriors; 2—Dusty Rhodes & 
Manny Fernandez; 3—Dick Mur- 
doch & Adrian Adonis; 4—Rick 
Morton & Robert Gibson; 5— 
Tommy Rogers & Bobby Fulton; 
6—Steve Keirn & Stan Lane; 7— 
Ron Bass & Black Bart; 8— 
Krusher Khrushchev & Jim 
Neidhart; 9—Scott & Bill Irwin; 
10—Barry Windham & Mike 
Rotundo. O 
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NWA 


World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—LEX LUGER 
268, Chicago, IL 
2—TERRY FUNK 
247, Amarillo, TX 
3—THE GREAT MUTA 
245, Tokyo, Japan 
4—STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
5—TOMMY RICH 
248, Hendersonville, TN 
6—STEVE WILLIAMS 
265, Norman, OK 
7—MIKE ROTUNDO 
245, Syracuse, NY 
8—RICK STEINER 
248, Detroit, MI 
9—BRIAN PILLMAN 
226, Cincinnati, OH 
10—SID VICIOUS 
319, West Memphis, AK 


“66 


HULK HOGAN 


302, Venice Beach, CA 


1—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

280, Queens, NY 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
3—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
4—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 

273, San Francisco, CA 
5—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
6—HACKSAW DUGGAN 

280, Glens Falls, NY 
7—JIMMY SNUKA 

250, Fiji Islands 
8—CURT HENNIG 

235, Minneapolis, MN 
9—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 

10—GREG VALENTINE 
243, Seattle, WA 


AWA 
World Champion: 
LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 
1—GREG GAGNE 
220; Robbinsdale, MN 
2—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 
3—BARON VON RASCHKE 
271, W. Berlin, Germany 
4—ADNAN AL-KAISSIE 
235, Iraq 
5—AKIO SATO 
234, Tokyo, Japan . 
6—JONNIE STEWART 
242, Pacific Palisades, CA 
7—PAUL DIAMOND 
230, Thunder Bay, Ontario 
8—DERRICK DUKES 
235, Boston, MA 
9—THE RUSSIAN BRUTE 
285, Moscow, Russia 


10—KEN PATERA 
256, Portland, OR 


USWA 


USWA Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
1—ERIC EMBRY 
225, Lexington, KY 
2—P.Y. CHU-HI 
307, Jackson, TN 


3—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 


6—JEFF JARRETT 
200, Hendersonville, TN 


7—SHEIK BRADDOCK 
244, Dallas, TX 
8—JIMMY JACK FUNK 
243, Portland, OR 
9—MATT BORNE 
235, Portland, OR 
10—TARAS BULBA 
251, Mongolia 
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228, Manchester, England 200, Hendersonville, TN 7—Brett Sawyer; 8—ttalian Stallion; 9—Frankie Lancaster; 10—Dennis Knight. 
5—BRUCE HART 5—KERRY VON ERICH 
21, Cab, Aber 20 Dann, ratte apar atte setae er ai 
6—JOHNATHAN HOLLIDAY 6—BILL DUNDEE BLAS alls topped al Neral fale M ead UMN 
232, Pemberton, NJ 228, Manchester, England DeBeers; 8—Tom Brandi; $—Scott Putski; 10—Mike Kahlua. 
7—DAVEY BOY SMITH 7—RICK MORTON 
245, Leeds, England 228, Memphis, TN PINWS pnw champion—Scotty the Body; 1—Carl Styles; 2—The Grap- 
8—ANGEL OF DEATH 8—DIRTY WHITE BOY pler; 3—Art Barr; 4—Bill Francis. 5—Rip Oliver; 6—Rex King; 7—Steve Doll; 
310, Los Angeles, CA 235, Bucksnort, TN 8—Nord the Barbarian; 9—Bryan Adams; 10—Al Madril. 
9—STEVE RAY 9—BILLY TRAVIS 
227, Kansas City, KS 218, Houston, TX WW: wwe champion—steve Strong; 1—Carlos Colon; 2—ivan Koloft; 
10—BEEF WELLINGTON 10—COUSIN JUNIOR 3—TNT; 4—Invader |; 5—Jim Valiant; 6—Abdullah the Butcher, 7—Original 
225, Lloydmaster, Alberta 240, Mud Lick, KY TNT; 8—White Angel; 9—Kareem Muhammad; 10—Jeff Jarrett. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating nearly 200 wrestlers in 18 different categories. It is a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Out with the old... and in with the new. As of August 4, 
World Class Championship Wrestling no longer exists. It’s 
now known as the United States Wrestling» Association, 
thanks to the efforts of Eric Embry. That night, Embry (repre- 
senting Max Andrews and the USWA) and P.Y. Chu-Hi (repre- 
senting Gen. Skandor Akbar & Tojo Yamamoto) battled for 
controlling interest in World Class stock. Embry won. So, if 
you take a look at our ratings pages, you'll see USWA where 
World Class used to be. 


Tracking Trends. Very, very briefly: The Ultimate Warrior 
won the Intercontinental title from Rick Rude at SummerSlam 
’89 and moves into the four spot. Rude drops out ... Rick 
Steamboat has left the NWA ... The Great Muta enters the 
Top 10 at number nine ... Stampede North American 
champ Larry Cameron has become an impact player in 
Alberta. 

On the tag team side, The Road Warriors move into num- 
ber three, above Demolition ... The Hart Foundation is ready 
to make a run at the WWF World tag belts ... Sid Vicious 
and Danny Spivey—a.k.a. The Skyscrapers—debut at number 
five and knockout The Samoan Swat Team. 


Double your fun .,. with Most Popular and Most Hated 
tag teams. The policy at Sports Review Wrestling, concerning 
our Most Popular and Most Hated ratings is not to split tag 
teams. Therefore, you'll never see Hawk or Animal in the 
Most Popular ratings unless they wrestle on their own. Con- 
versely, Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson aren't in our Most 
Hated ratings because they only wrestle as a team. 

But we realize that fans hate and love tag teams as much 
as they do the singles wrestlers. So, with that in mind, we've 
compiled top five Most Popular and Most Hated ratings. A 
brief analysis follows. 


MOST POPULAR TAG TEAMS 
1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
2—DEMOLITION 
3—THE BUSHWHACKERS 
4—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
5—THE ROCKERS 

MOST HATED TAG TEAMS 
1—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
2—MICHAEL HAYES & JIM GARVIN 
3—SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 
4—MIKE ENOS & WAYNE BLOOM 
5—JIMMY GOLDEN & BRIAN LEE 


Analysis. Most Popular: \t doesn’t matter what The Road 
Warriors do. They generate incredible excitement whether as 
rulebreakers or fan favorites ... Demolition, once criticized 
for being Road Warrior imitations, have carved their own 
niche in the tag team picture. Ax and Smash are, in fact, very 
differentfrom the Warriors and the fans have recognized this 

... It's hard to believe that 

Butch Miller and Luke Wil- 

liams—The Bushwhackers— 

have gained so much popular- 

ity. As The Sheepherders, there 

were few teams hated more 

... Bobby Eaton and Stan 

Lane—a.k.a. The Midnight Ex- 

press—are basically _ riding 

» manager Jim Cornette’s wave 

_ of popularity ... Shawn Mi- 

chaels and Marty Jannetty—The 

~~ Rockers—have gained a legion 

=e |© ~~ h~C~™:«Cof_sfans’:«with «their exciting, 

/ “i ‘mle high-flying style, 

The Bushwhackers Most Hated: Not much has 

changed since Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson went to the 

WWF. They're still one of the greatest tag teams in the 

world. And they’re still the most hated ... Michael Hayes and 

Jim Garvin—a.k.a. The Freebirds—are devious outlaws who 

lust for violence and money ... Samoan Swat Team will stop 

at nothing to win matches and anger fans ... Mike Enos and 

Wayne Bloom could be popular if not for manager Johnny 

Valiant (and their penchant for crippling fan favorites) ... 

Continental tag champs Jimmy Golden and Brian Lee have 
shown absolute disregard for the rules and the fans. 


Weekly ratings! That's right, weekly ratings, as they happen. 
And you can have them with a subscription to Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly! Each week, we'll provide ratings for the 
NWA, WWF, AWA, CWA, USWA, and Stampede, as well as 
Top 10 and Tag Team ratings. And, because there’s less than 
a week between press time and the day you receive your 
PWI Weekly, you'll be up-to-date on current trends in the 
sport. To subscribe, see the inside back cover. 


Drop us a line! \t's been a busy month, but we'll be back 
next issue with an expanded Tracking Trends, just to catch 
up. We’d also like to know what's on your mind. The ad- 
dress for mail is: “Ratings Analysis,” clo Sports Review Wres- 
tling; Box 48; Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 

A 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. mboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 

January 1983/COLOR PINUP; Ken 
Patera, Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 


1983/COLOR PINUP; Ivan 
Puta Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
ich ay Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 


June 1983/COLOR PINUP; Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 

July 1983/COLOR PINUP; Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling II. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP; Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 


April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, A 
Flair, Rhodes, BY 


June 1985/COLOR PINUP: coal dreilacy 


BACK ISSUES )  y xy 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


1 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
fendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP; Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 

June brat rand PINUP: pew Von 
Erich. Hul , Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. — 

July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors, 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes, Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: Jolin 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bull , Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham, 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds, Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorft. 

April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex ee 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 


February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Fiair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP; Sting, An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP;: Tully Blan- 
chard, Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

duly 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August Hassel PINUP: Al ashes 
Savage & in, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kany Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Di . Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 

January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham, Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 

February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
Roberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 


January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley ba A he Slaughter, . | go, WWF Housecleaning. Von, Beefcake-Bass, 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, on Erich, T.A. May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- April 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick Stein- 
Dillon, Sawyer. July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- i er, Dangerously, Muraco, 


February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 


June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 


ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel 

September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard re Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports, 


liams. isha oat UWF Tourny, Al- 

bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 

June 1987/COLOR PINUP; Hulk Ho- 

gan. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
teebirds, Hall, 


Turner, lowers, 
June 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Steamboat. in vs. Savage, War- 
riors, Zbyszko, Rhodes. 


Ted DiBiase, Wrestling I, Magnum T.A., July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight July 1989/COLOR PINUP: Roddy Pip- 
Patera, Hogan. October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, ; . Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E., 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, Duggan, Garvins, a i Toomame co a 


duly 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 


Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 


August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious, Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 


November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 


Tournament, Studd, Muraco. 
August 1989/COLOR PINUP: Lex 
Luger. Hogan, Ultimate, Steamboat- 
Flair, Road Warriors, Rhodes. 


Kerry 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 


January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 


George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP; Rick saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. Harts, Hogan, Windham. 


Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road | February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko, 
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lay 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 
June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 
August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 
October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling ||, Morales. 
January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling lI. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 
May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 
June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 
July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atias. 
A 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 
October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 
January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 
April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 
July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair, 
December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1983/Stories include; Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 


February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 
April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 
May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 
June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Mariel, Brody, Andre. 
duly 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 
August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 
November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 
April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 
May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 
July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 
August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

ber 1984/Stories include: Von 
| Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T-.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy ~ 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
Jai 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 


June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 
September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 


December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Omdorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March Lire A include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-M 

April 1986/Stories ae Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Omdorif, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories yaks! Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Fiair-Nikita, 
Andre- , UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, CamAms, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include; Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 


Von 


gan, Zbyszko, R&A Express, Von Erichs. 


BACK ISSUES QF ayy 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


tember 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
. Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include; Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Fiair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 
July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 
September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex,, DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
tiors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham 
uN 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
arriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 
June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 

ber 1989/Stories include: Flaite 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Seve ivel 
Hayes, Long, Embry, 
November 1989/Stories include: aes 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
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SUMMERSLAM & BASH 


(Continued from page 34) 


Scenes from SummerSlam ’89: Jim Neidhart and Bret Hart double-team Tully Blanchard 
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(above), while Dusty Rhodes knocks The Honky Tonk Man off-balance (below). Blanchard 
and Anderson retained their WWF tag belts, while Rhodes scored an important victory. 


side and Elizabeth in their corner, 
and the ‘“‘Human Wrecking Ma- 
chine’ Zeus on Savage’s side and 
Sensational Sherri in their corner, 
and you’re looking at a match of 
earth-shattering proportions. 

But not earth-shattering impor- 
tance. For the second straight year, 
no title was on the line in the 
SummerSlam main event. Last 
year, Savage and Hogan took on 
Ted DiBiase and Andre the Giant at 
Madison Square Garden. Maybe, 
however, that’s what makes 
SummerSlam so exciting: The main 
event is a pure grudge match in 
which the wrestlers get a chance to 
let loose with their emotions. 

And they did. Hogan and Beef- 
cake defeated Savage and Zeus, 
and Elizabeth got the best of 
Sherri, but the entire 16-minute 
battle was a war in which the out- 
come was always in doubt. At the 
outset, Hogan was dominated. Sur- 
prisingly, Beefcake changed the 
course of the match by poking Zeus 
in the eye, thereby proving the be- 
hemoth’s vulnerability. Finally, Eliz- 
abeth dumped Sherri over the 
ropes, Beefcake knocked down 
Savage, and Hogan floored Zeus for 
the pin. 

Oh, yes, there was some signifi- 


The undercard featured The Ulti- 
mate Warrior’s long-anticipated re- 
match with Intercontinental cham- 
pion Rick Rude, who had won the 
title at WrestleMania V. Rude put 
forth a titantic effort to neutralize 
the Warrior’s size and strength ad- 
vantage—and did it without the 
help of manager Bobby Heenan— 
but fell short, thanks to Roddy 
Piper. 

With 15 minutes expired in the 
match, Warrior was down and Rude 
was in position to successfully de- 
fend his title. Then Piper came to 
ringside to mock Rude, who turned 
his attention away from the Warrior. 
When Piper mooned his new adver- 


cance to this match. First of all, 
Hogan proved to Zeus, and the 
world, that there’s a difference be- 
tween the silver screen and the 
squared circle. Zeus tried to avenge 
his “‘loss'’ to Hogan in the movie 
No Holds Barred, but had neither 
the skill nor the toughness the Hol- 
lywood scriptwriters had provided. 
Secondly, Elizabeth and Sensation- 
al Sherri took another step toward a 
future showdown. 


sary, Rude climbed to the second 
rope. Warrior knocked him down 
from behind, then gorilla-pressed 
Rude to set up the pin. 

The crowd erupted in glee! The 
Warrior's promise had been ful- 
filled! Later, they would cheer an- 
other great victory. 

These were the events that made 
SummerSlam '89 so memorable, 
and make SummerSlam '90 the 
cause for so much anticipation! 0 
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SPECIAL PHOTO SECTION 


THE INTERCONTINENTAL TITLE- 


A DEC 


HINK THE WWF Interconti- 

nental title is a secondary 
championship? Tell it to Don 
Muraco. 

“My days as Intercontinental 
champion were some of the 
proudest of my career,” said Mu- 
raco, who has held numerous titles 
during his outstanding career. 
“That’s a belt to be proud of, be- 
cause it’s gained so much mean- 
ing over the years. Men want the 
I-C title, and you can see by the 
way they’re fighting over it now 
that it almost has as much meaning 
as the World title.” 

Muraco, a two-time champion in 
the early 1980s, helped lay the 
foundation that has made the LC 
championship so respected. Since 
then, it has been held by, among 
others, Rick Steamboat, who went 
on to win the NWA World title, 
and Randy Savage, who went on 
to win the WWF World title. 

It has been a history of great- 
ness, and a decade of Interconti- 
nental glory. It all began back in 
1979, when WWF head Vince Mc- 
Mahon Sr. decided to expand the 
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scope of the North American title. 
The feeling was that people per- 
ceived the North American title as 
too regional, and the WWF al- 
ready had its eyes on worldwide 
expansion. 

So in September 1979 in Rio de 
Janeiro—an exotic location chosen 
mainly because the top wrestlers 
in the world would be willing to 
travel there for a working vaca- 
tion—the WWF held a tournament 
to crown its first Intercontinental 
champion. The competition was 
tugged. Pat Patterson, the last 
North American champion, came 
out the winner. 

A few quick facts about Inter- 
continental title history: 

@ Eleven different men have 
held the belt. 

® Tito Santana, Pedro Morales, 
Ultimate Warrior, and Muraco are 
all two-time champions. 

® The belt has changed hands 
five times at Madison Square Gar- 
den, more than in any other arena. 

® Since Patera defeated Patter- 
son for the belt on April 21, 1980, 
in Madison Square Garden, the t- 
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tle has never changed hands west 
of the Mississippi River. 

® The I-C title has a supercard 
history. It changed hands at 
WrestleManias III and IV, and at 
Summerslams ’88 and ’89. 

But most importantly, being In- 
tercontinental champion means 
that a wrestler has made it to the 
big time. Randy Savage was lost in 
the WWF shuffle until he won the 
I-C belt in February 1986. Rick 
Steamboat risked his career to be 
champion. And The Honky Tonk 
Man established his reputation 
with his record-setting reign from 
June 2, 1987, through August 29, 
1988. In many cases, being I-C 
champion brings world title shots. 

On the following pages, the edi- 
tors of Sports Review Wrestling 
have compiled a pictonal history 
of the Intercontinental title. We 
take a close look at the 11 men 
who have held the belt, and bring 
back some great LC memories. 

The 1980s have been filled with 
great matches. And the Intercont- 
nental title has done its share to 
make it a decade of glory. 


Ken Patera! Pedro Morales! Rick Steamboat! Randy Savage! The 
Cltimate Warrior! Greg Valentine! In its first decade of existence, the 
WWF Intercontinental title has been held by some of the sport’s 
greatest stars. Join us for a pictorial stroll down I-C memory lane! 
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PAT PATTERSON 


Length of Reign: September, 1979-April 21, 1980. 
Won Title From: First Intercontinental champion; won 
title tournament in Rio de Janeiro 

Lost Title To: Ken Patera 

Toughest Opponents: Ken Patera, Hulk Hogan, Ted 
DiBiase, Samoan Afa, Samoan Sika, Larry Zbyszko. 
Toughest Title Match: vs. Ken Patera, January 13, 
1980, Allentown, PA. Won by disqualification. 


Referee Terry Terranova blows the call as Patterson pins 
Ted DiBiase. 


Above: Having picked off Larry Zbyszko’s attempted kick, the 
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champ knows he has his man in trouble. Below: The experienced 
Patterson was able to negate Ken Patera’s strength advantage. 
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KEN PATERA 


Length of Reign: April 21, 1980-December 8, 1980. 
Won Title From: Pat Patterson. 

Lost Title To: Pedro Morales. 

Toughest Opponents: Pat Patterson, Tony Atlas, Pe- 
dro Morales. 

Toughest Title Match: vs. Tony Atlas, August 9, 1980, 
at Shea Stadium, New York. Atlas won by countout in 
8:23. 


my 
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Above: Risking disqualification, Patera assaults Pat Patterson 
with a chair. Below left: Pedro Morales is stung by an overhand 
right. Below: Patera meets his physical match in Tony Atlas. 
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When Morales loses his temper, watch out! Above: Ken Patera gasps for 
air as Pedro applies a chokehold. Below: Morales gnaws at Magnificent 
Muraco’s head, drawing blood. 
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Length of Reign: December 8, 1980-June 26, 1981; 
November 23, 1981-January 22, 1983. \ 
Won Title From: Ken Patera; Magnificent Muraco. 
Lost Title To: Magnificent Muraco (twice). 

Toughest Opponents: Buddy Rose, Sgt.Slaughter, Kill- 
er Khan, Magnificent Muraco, Greg Valentine, Jimmy 
Snuka. 

Toughest Title Match: vs. Buddy Rose, October 4, 
1982, at Madison Square Garden. Time limit draw. 


Above: Morales examines the damage he’s inflicted on Greg 
Valentine—before resuming his attack. Right: Pedro targets 
Killer Khan’s head for the ringpost. 


During his two reigns, Muraco brilliantly combined speed, scientific 
knowledge, and an ability to brawl. Above: A vicious dropkick finds 
Pedro Morales’ chin and ribs. Below: Tony Atlas is a figure-four leglock 
victim. 


Length of Reign: June 20, 1981-November 23, 1981; 
January 22, 1983-February 11, 1984. 

Won Title From: Pedro Morales (twice). 

Lost Title To: Pedro Morales; Tito Santana. 
Toughest Opponents: Pedro Morales, Tito Santana, 
Mr. Fuji, Jimmy Snuka, Rocky Johnson. 

Toughest Title Match: vs. Rocky Johnson, July, 1983, 
at Maple Leaf Gardens, Toronto. Johnson won by 
disqualification. 
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Above: Muraco would not get away with this illegal pin attempt against Dominic DeNucci. 
Right: Muraco will foil Mil Mascaras’ sunset flip attempt by grabbing the ropes. 
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TITS SANTANA 


Length of Reign: February 11, 1984-September 24, 
1984; July 6, 1985-February 8, 1986. 

Won Title From: Magnificent Muraco; Greg Valentine. 
Lost Title To: Greg Valentine; Randy Savage. 
Toughest Opponents: Greg Valentine, Randy Savage, 
Paul Orndorff, Iron Sheik, Bob Backlund, Cowboy 
Bob Orton, Jesse Ventura. 

Toughest Title Match: vs. Randy Savage, January 11, 
1986, at Boston Garden. Savage won by 
disqualification. 
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Santana, whose first sport was football, levels Randy Savage with a 
cross-bodyblock. 
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Above: Santana grabs Greg Valentine by the hair and fires him into 
the tumbuckle. Below: Tito applies an armlock on the man who 
delights in calling him “Chico,” Jesse Ventura. 


GREG VALENTINE 


Length of Reign: September 24, 1984-July 6, 1985 
Won Title From: Tito Santana. 

Lost Title To: Tito Santana. 

Toughest Opponents: Tito Santana, Junkyard Dog, 
Rick Steamboat, Roddy Piper. 

Toughest Title Match: vs. Santana, April 13, 1985, The 
Forum, Los Angeles. Valentine won by pinfall in lum- 
berjack match. 
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Valentine, whipping Tito Santana into the ropes, severely damaged 
the Mexican’s knee in winning the title. 


ee 
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Left: Valentine, the sadistic genius, takes pleasure in punishing 
Junkyard Dog. Above: “‘The Hammer’’ makes sure Ivan Putski is just 
out of reach of the ropes. 


RANDY SAVAGE 

Length of Reign: February 8, 1986-March 29, 1987. 
Won Title From: Tito Santana. 

Lost Title To: Rick Steamboat. 

Toughest Opponents: Rick Steamboat, Tito Santana, 
George ‘‘The Animal’ Steele, Pedro Morales, Paul 
Orndorff, Dino Bravo, Roddy Piper. 

Toughest Title Match: vs. Steamboat, November 1, 
1986, Boston Garden. Steamboat won by countout. 


The Savage-Rick Steamboat wars took place outside of rings all 
across the country. 


Above: Savage catches Roddy Piper on the rebound off the 
ropes and applies the sleeper. Below: The ‘‘Macho Man” backs 
Tito Santana into a corner. 


George Steele, who made the mistake of making eyes at Elizabeth, 


is about to be the victim of a Savage axhandle. 
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RICK STEAMBOAT 


Length of Reign: March 29, 1987-June 2, 1987. 
Won Title From: Randy Savage. 
Lost Title To: Honky Tonk Man. 


Toughest Opponents: Randy Savage, Honky Tonk 
Man 


Toughest Title Match: vs. Savage, May 1, 1987, Nas- 
sau Coliseum, Uniondale, NY. Won steel cage match. 


Above: Steamboat has Randy Savage at his mercy, and as good a 


sportsman as he is, he is not about to let the opportunity pass. 
Below: The bitter enemies bring their war to a cage. 
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Above: Steamboat gets a measure of revenge against Jake Roberts, 
who once wrapped the snake Damien around his unconscious body. 
Right: The Honky Tonk Man beat “The Dragon’ in what was the 
biggest upset in I-C history. 
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Above: Honky Tonk’s abdominal stretch has Rick Steamboat in pain. 
Below: Honky Tonk often plays to the crowd to a fault; Savage will work 
his way free from the ropes before he can press the attack. 


HONKY TONK MAN 


Length of Reign: June 2, 1987-August 29, 1988. 
Won Title From: Rick Steamboat. 

Lost Title To: Ultimate Warrior. 

Toughest Opponents: Randy Savage, Rick Steamboat, 
Ultimate Warrior, Brutus Beefcake, Billy Jack Haynes. 
Toughest Title Match: vs. Steamboat, July 25, 1987, 
Madison Square Garden, New York City. Lost by 
countout. 
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Above: Brutus ' ‘The Barber” Bosteakaty was more concemed with 
cutting the champion’s hair than winning his title. Right: Honky 
Tonk greets a charging Jake Roberts with a knee to the chest. 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


Length of Reign: August 29, 1988-April 2, 1989; Au- 
gust 28, 1989-present. 

Won Title From: Honky Tonk Man; Rick Rude. 
Lost Title To: Rick Rude. 

Toughest Opponents: Rude, Honky Tonk Man, Ted 
DiBiase, Bad News Brown, King Haku. 

Toughest Title Match: vs. Rude, January 4, 1989, 
Huntsville, AL. Won by pinfall. 
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Above: Ultimate Warrior, whose quick victories have become 
the norm, takes the title from Honky Tonk Man in 31 seconds. 
Below: The Warrior dispatches Randy Savage. 


Who's the strongest man in wrestling? Ultimate Warrior 


makes a strong case for himself in matches against Hercules 
Hemandez and Rick Rude. 


RICK RUDE 

Length of Reign: April 2, 1989-August 28, 1989. 
Won Title From: The Ultimate Warrior. 

Lost Title To: The Ultimate Warrior. 

Toughest Opponents: Ultimate Warrior, Brutus Beef- 
cake, Hacksaw Duggan, Jimmy Snuka. 

Toughest Title Match: vs. Beefcake, August 26, 1989, 
The Palace, Auburn Hills, MI. Beefcake won by 
countout. 


Right: Rude made life miserable for Jake Roberts and his 
wife, Cheryl. Bottom right: Brutus Beefcake pushes off the 
ropes for a small package attempt. Below: Rude braces him- 
self for Jim Neidhart’s fall. 
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Th TREMP 
Rude’s title reign began in dubious fashion at WrestleMania V, as manager 


Bobby Heenan grabs The Ultimate Warrior’s ankle while his wrestler makes 
the pin. 


MAILBAG 


(Continued from page 7) 
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“Lethal” Larry Cameron, the Stampede North American champion, has piled up some 
impressive wins over the past few months. Reader Linda Shields would like to see more 


coverage of this rising star. 


choose to read only what they want to 

see. And, as Flair proved in Baltimore, 
he’s the real NWA World champ. 

SAMANTHA ROSEN 

Latonia, MI 


CAMERON COMEON 

It’s about time the press take notice 
of one of the great young wrestlers 
currently wrestling in the Stampede 
area. His name is Larry Cameron, and 
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he’s the Stampede North American 
champion. I know most Americans 
don’t get so see Stampede wrestling, so 
it’s up to your magazines to get the 
word out about Cameron. He’s al- 
ready beaten and injured some of the 
greatest stars in the sport, including 
Owen Hart. 
So c’mon, Sports Review Wrestling, 
give ‘Lethal’? Larry some ink! 
LINDA SHIELDS 
Calgary, Alberta 


GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
Once again, you guys outdid your- 
selves with the special section on the 
Great American Bash (October 1989). 
The Bash is one of the greatest events 
of the year, and you guys always seem 
to be in the right places at the right 
times. I went to a few Bash cards, one 
in Philadelphia and one in Baltimore, 
and the section brought it all back. 
Thanks again! 
MATT HEALY 
Wilmington, DE 


Our coverage of the early Great American 
Bash action, including Lex Luger vs. Rick 
Steamboat, was appreciated by Matt Healy. 


JESSE VS. RODDY 
I think it’s unlikely that Jesse Ventu- — 
ra and Roddy Piper will get in the ring 
to wrestle just because they’re an- 
nouncing in the same federation 
(‘Roddy Piper & Jesse Ventura: Battle 
Of The Airwaves . . . Headed For The 
Ring?” October 1989). Although it’s 
true that they both have giant egos, I 
think the only way Ventura would re- 
turn is for a match against Hulk Ho- 
gan. I don’t think he cares about Pip- 
er, and I’m not sure Piper cares about 
Jesse, either. 
KATHLEEN McELROY 
Sacramento, CA 
(Continued on page 54) 
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TA caeor Arcidi, Hogan. 
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lake Check Payable And Send To: 7 
T.V. SPORTS ONLY 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 $3.00 EACH 


Please send me the back issues I've checked. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


In case of a sellout, indicate substitute issue: 


Number of Magazines Ordered: Amount Enclosed: $. U.S.FUNDS ONLY 
PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 

Name 

Address Apt. 

City 

State — Zip 


For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST ADD one dollar for every back issue ordered for 
boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue sent by air mail. 
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THE EXCITEMENT 
LIVES ON! 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OFA 


The December 1988 edition of The Wrestler was a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
page FULL-COLOR section featuring “‘The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer’’ competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
magnificent special issue is a full analysis of the 
summer's top action, plus all the regular Wrestler 
stories and features. This issue was a newsstand 
sellout, but we have a limited number of back 
issues available for the collectors’ bargain price of 
only $5.00 each. Don’t be disappointed—order 
yours today! 


j and send to: 

| TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

Soa CENTRE, NY 11571 


| Please rush me ——_—_——— copies of the 

(peers 1988 edition of The Wrestler. 
| enclose $5.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 

| each copy | am ordering. 


| State Zip 


ise funds only. All other countries $7.00. Please 
allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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MAILBAG 
(Continued from page 52) 


Roddy Piper (left) is both a wrestler and commentator in the WWF. J 


ali 
sf 


esse Ventura (right) 


once said he’d only get back in the ring for a World title matc against Hulk Hogan. We’ve 
speculated that Piper and Ventura may wrestle each other. Some fans insist it will never 


happen, while others say it’s inevitable. 


Roddy Piper and Jesse Ventura have 
two of the biggest egos in the world. 
They’re also both announcing in the 
same federation. These two facts alone 
make it almost certain that they’ll meet 
in the ring somewhere down the line, 
and I don’t think it’ll take too long. 
Piper and Ventura both think they’re 
the best, but they can’t take a chal- 
lenge. Eddie Ellner isn’t often right, 
but this time he hit the nail right on 
the head. 

NORM COHEN 
Chicago 


Piper vs. Ventura? Impossible. Ven- 
tura will never return to the ring, and 
I’d be willing to bet on it. Even if 
Hogan offered him a match, he 
wouldn’t return. Why should he? He 
has an easy job as an announcer and 
actor, and he never has'to worry about 
getting hurt. The man’s on easy street, 


and that’s where he’ll stay. 
PAULA ATHERTON 
Jackson Hole, WY 


A SUCCESS STORY 
I am writing in response to Ian P. 
Burns’ letter (‘‘Tully & Arm: WWE 
Success”’) in your October issue, which 
says The Brain Busters are a success. 
Sure, they took the WWF tag team 
titie from Ax and Smash, but is it a 
success to get them the way they did? 
They held the NWA tag team title, but 
only because J.J. Dillon and his trusty — 
shoe helped them, In the WWF, when 
Heenan sees them in trouble, he calls 
for Andre the Giant. If he kept his big 
nose out, they never could have won. 
Andre sliding a chair into the ring is 
what did the job. Now they go around 
claiming to have won the belts. What a 
lie! ; 
RAY POWERS 
S. New Berlin, NY 0 


THIS MONTH IN... 
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THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR regains the 
Intercontinental title. HOGAN, 
BEEFCAKE, & ELIZABETH reion. Full 
results of SUMMERSLAM '89! 
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Don’t be deceived, world: RIC FLAIR is 
wrestling’s greatest con artist! 


PLUS... 

The Dusty road is paved with gold: THE 
AMERICAN DREAM lives on... ERIC 
EMBRY beats P.Y. CHU-HI, but the 
battle for Texas has just begun!... LEX 
LUGER claims: “RICK STEINER is the 
dumbest man alive!” ... STEVE 
WILLIAMS and MIKE ROTUNDO face 
off “One on One” 


All this and much more... 
in the December 1989 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 
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THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS takes a 
walk on the WILDSIDE .. . and gets 
mugged! 
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When two superstars converge, it could 
be agony for one, ecstasy for the other: 
ANDRE THE GIANT and ULTIMATE 
WARRIOR are at the crossroads! 


PLUS... 
“Widowmaker” BARRY WINDHAM is 
angry, mean, and unstoppable... 
Memo to manager TEDDY LONG: break 
up THE SKYSCRAPERS! ... GARY 
HART claims: “THE GREAT MUTA 
took the sting out of STING!” . . . An in- 
depth interview with KEN PATERA .. 

Introducing SCOTT NORTON 


All this and much more... 
in the December 1989 issue of 
The Wrestler 


ON SALE NOW! 


ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the ORIGINAL Wres- 
tling Revue listed for sale in this advertise- 
ment were edited and published by Stan- 
ley Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue 
in 1959 and sold his interests in the maga- 
zine in 1964. These extremely rare back 
issues have been sold by private collec- 
tors for as much as $75 per copy. This is 
a special opportunity for those of you who 
collect and treasure truly fine wrestling 
magazines of great historic importance— 
at a price you can afford. Most of these 
issues contain magnificent, full-color pin- 
up portraits of the world’s greatest wres- 
tlers. The supply of these collectible 
trasures is very limited—order today and 
avoid disappointment! 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 

REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 


WRESTLING REVUE 


CIFALL 1961 
CIDECEMBER 1961 
LIFEBRUARY 1962 
LIAPRIL 1962 
LJJUNE 1962 
LIFEBRUARY 1963 
(JDECEMBER 1963 
CIFEBRUARY 1964 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
AND SEND TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 

Please rush the issues of WRESTLING 
REVUE checked. | am enclosing $5.00 
(U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for each copy. 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


$5 EACH 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE zip 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada you must add one 
dollar (U.S.) for every back issue ordered for boat mail, and 
two dollars (U.S.) for every back issue ordered airmail. Allow 
3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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INQUIRING REPORTER 


(Continued from page 16) 


World Class banner that had hung in the 


Sportatorium in Dallas for so many years. The name may have changed, but the feud 
pitting Embry and Pringle against Skandor Akbar’s Devastation Inc. rages on. 


godforsaken countries 
from.” 


they came 


Ted Kravitz, Baton Rouge, LA: ‘‘Per- 
sonally, I think this whole thing stinks. 
World Class featured some of the fin- 
est wrestlers in the world for almost a 
decade, but now we’ve been forced to 
put up with the phony all-American 
antics of Eric Embry, who I think is a 
wolf in sheep’s clothing. That guy was 
a brutal rulebreaker for years, but now 
all the fans love him because he’s been 
battling Akbar’s Devastation Ince. 
Bah!”’ 


John Teriso, Dallas: “‘You know, even 
after the change to USWA, Akbar’s 
still around, and his army looks bigger 
and meaner than ever. So what good 
has the change to USWA done?” 


John Griffin, Oak Hill, NY: “1 think 
the USWA will be good if it puts an 
end to all the legal trouble World Class 
had. They held _loser-leaves-town 
matches where nobody ever left. They 
had matches where control of the com- 
pany was gained or lost depending on 
which wrestler won. That’s no way to 


run a major league: wrestling federa- 
tion, and I hope the USWA officials 
never allow those kind of events to 
happen again.” 


Amanda Kenilworth, Pittsburgh: “Vm 
really taking a wait-and-see attitude. 
What made World Class great was ex- 
citing wrestling, and hopefully the 
name change to USWA will prompt a 
return to top-flight action.” 


Mike Byrne, Hanford, CA: ‘‘Who 
cares what the name of the federation 
is? All I know is that Akbar was the 
true dominant force before, and it 
seems like he’s an even bigger factor 
now in the USWA. I couldn’t believe 
it when Taras Bulba, a man I’d never 
even heard of, pinned Kerry Von Erich 
by using a claw—the same move the 
Von Erichs made famous! Akbar 
keeps coming up with great wrestlers 
for Devastation Inc., and his stable 
continually controls all the titles and 
main events. Call it World Class, 
USWA, or whatever. All that really 
matters is that Akbar remains one of 
the most dangerous men this sport has 
ever seen.” O 
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ILLUSTRATED 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, 


and we offer you three big ways to save: 
17 weekly issues for just $19.99 

a 40% savings off the cover price 
34 weekly issues for just $34.99 

a 45% savings off the cover price 


52 weekly issues for just $49.99 
a 50% savings off the cover price 


- ORDER TODAY! 


Remember, PWI Weekly begins 
publication in the first week of Sep- 


tember 1989. Don’t be shut out of the 
most exciting new concept in wres- 
tling journalism—order today! 
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Send to: Yes! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send mea 
TV. Sports subscription to PWI Weeklyas follows: 
Box 48 OC) 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 C1 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings } 

C1 52 weekly issues—plus three free magazines!—for just 
Please indicate method of payment: $49.99, a 50% savings 
(OCheck or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) (I'd like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. 


Enclosed please find a check or money order (no credit 
card orders on sample copies) for $1.25. 


itt! SS SSS, SS 
NAME 
lo) MastexGard (ae ek 
Expiration Date:___ /_ ADDRESS J______________ APT ___ 
MO/YR CITY STATE: —__— Zi. —_————— 
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SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 
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ILLUSTRATED 


PWI T-SHIRT A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- PWI BUMPER STICKER 


screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ ''Skyfiyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 ; PWI BUTTON 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl fer easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 
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Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro.wrestling, A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PWI button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 
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ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, : 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO - 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW =o 

PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! DELUXE PACKAGE 
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Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 


PWIT-SHIRT Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Keascity size: ¢,17.1%) Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. : 
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2.00 ea. 


ADDRESS APT 


CITY STATE *ZIP 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
SHIRT SIZE (Small (Medium OLarge OXLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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